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Principal’s Report 

Dear Broken Arrow Families, 
 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving Break. First semester has gone by incredibly quickly. The students are 
currently in the middle of Winter MAP testing. We are looking forward to celebrating with the students their tremendous 
academic growth we are seeing while also working on success plans to address areas of concern. 
 

In addition to the assessments that are currently taking place, we also are working on plans for helping our students become 
better writers. Beginning second semester, we will be working with our students to help them better understand the six traits of 
effective writing and allow them time to practice writing and receive feedback on their writing. The Six Traits of Writing include: 
 

 Ideas—the main message. 

 Organization—the internal structure of the piece. 

 Voice—the personal tone and flavor of the author's message. 

 Word Choice—the vocabulary a writer chooses to convey meaning. 

 Sentence Fluency—the rhythm and flow of the language. 

 Conventions—the mechanical correctness. 
 

In closing, you have probably heard the news that I have accepted the principal position at Lenexa Hills Elementary which will 
open in August of 2018. This was a tough decision for me, but opening a new school is something I have done previously in 
my career and I wanted to apply what I learned the first time to help the district open a new school. I am pleased to report that 
Dr. Kent Peach will be helping Broken Arrow as a transitional administrator starting in March. I have had the privilege of 
working with Dr. Peach in a variety of settings and he is an outstanding leader. The District has been gracious in providing 
additional support to ensure both Broken Arrow and Lenexa Hills has adequate leadership support in the spring when future 
year planning is taking place. I will be working closely with district leaders to find the right person to lead Broken Arrow as 
principal next year. I promise that I will continue to give my full effort in leading Broken Arrow for the remainder of the year. 
Thank you for all the words of encouragement during this time of transition.   
 

Mike Brewer, Principal 

Broken Arrow Elementary School 

Shawnee Mission School District  

Broken Arrow  

Elementary School 

 

  5901 Alden 
  Shawnee, Kansas 66216 
  http://brokenarrow.smsd.org 
  913-993-2300 (Office) 
  913-993-2388 (Attendance Line) 
  Principal — Mr. Michael Brewer 
 
  REGULAR SCHOOL HOURS 
  Breakfast     7:40am-8:00am 
  School Hours    8:10am-3:10pm 

http://brokenarrow.smsd.org


 

2 

DECEMBER 2017 

Wed • Dec 6 4:00 pm Mathletics at Broken Arrow 

      

Wed • Dec 13 1:45 pm Spelling Bee – 3rd – 6th Grades - MPR 

Wed • Dec 13 5:30 pm Parenting with Love & Logic Class 

Fri • Dec 15 7:05 am Math Club 

      

Tue • Dec 19 1:30 pm Broken Arrow Choir, Strings & Band Holiday Concert 

Wed • Dec 20 12:30 pm EARLY RELEASE DAY 

Thu • Dec 21   NO SCHOOL / OFFICE CLOSED/ WINTER BREAK 

Fri • Dec 22   NO SCHOOL / OFFICE CLOSED / WINTER BREAK 

      

Mon – Fri 
Dec 25-29 

  NO SCHOOL / OFFICE CLOSED / WINTER BREAK 

JANUARY 2017 

Mon • Jan 1   NO SCHOOL / OFFICE CLOSED/ WINTER BREAK 

Tue • Jan 2   NO SCHOOL / OFFICE CLOSED/ WINTER BREAK 

Wed • Jan 3   NO SCHOOL / Office is open; Teacher Workday 

Thur • Jan 4 8:10 am Beginning of 3rd Quarter – School Starts 

      

Wed • Jan 10 4:00 pm Mathletics at Ray Marsh Elementary 

Thur • Jan 11 6:30 pm PTA Meeting 

      

Mon • Jan 15   NO SCHOOL – Martin Luther King Day 

Tues • Jan 16   NO SCHOOL – Teacher Prof. Development Day 

Fri • Jan 19 7:05 am Math Club 

      

Wed • Jan 24 7:00 pm Orchestra Concert at SMNW 

Thur • Jan 25 7:00 pm Band Concert at SMNW 

Fri • Jan 26 6:30 pm PTA Family Movie Night 

Sat • Jan 27   Johnson County Spelling Bee at Indian Woods M.S. 
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 NO SCHOOL / OFFICE CLOSED  December 21 – January 2 

 

 NO SCHOOL / Office Open   Wednesday, January 3 
 

  School Resumes     Thursday, January 4 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Join us for Broken Arrow’s 
Choir, Band and Strings  

Holiday Concert! 
 

Tuesday, December 19 • 1:30 p.m. • Gym 
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Although it may not seem like it, the holidays are quickly approaching. Every year there are 
many struggling families who are working hard to raise their families. The task of providing 
basic needs such as food and shelter simply leaves nothing extra for additional things such 

as Christmas gifts. Christmas can be a very stressful time for some families. We would very 
much like to help provide a Christmas for these families. If your family is in need of some  

assistance for the holiday season this year, we would like to help connect you with local  
resources.  
 
Area agencies that may be contacted for holiday assistance:  

 Johnson County Christmas Bureau at 913.341.4342  

 Salvation Army at 913.782.3640  

 Johnson County Multi-Service Agency at 913.715.8970  

 Shawnee Community Services at 913.268.7746  

 Catholic Charities at 913.384.6608  

 Your own church or an area church  

 

If you have tried to obtain holiday assistance through the above agencies with no luck, please 

feel free to contact our school nurse, Julie Johnston or school Social Worker, Tina Lipari. We 

would be happy to assist you in finding resources this holiday season.  

Tina Lipari, School Social Worker  

Julie Johnston, School Nurse 
913.993.2300 

 

 

Holiday Assistance 
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Nurse’s Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

Your help is requested to track absences due to  
Illness. 
 

School nurses are responsible for tracking absences daily with regards to 

ill students and then also reporting trends to the Johnson County Health 
Department. We are requesting your assistance in collecting accurate  
information. When calling in for your ill student, please also give a brief 

description of the symptoms that are occurring (fever, sore throat,  
stomach, vomiting, headache, injury, etc.). This information will allow the nurses to correctly 
document possible illness trends within our schools and also identify appropriate measures 

to help ensure that we are keeping our students healthy! As always, please feel free to  
contact building nurses with any questions or concerns you may have.  

 
 
 

Head Lice 
 

As the weather turns colder, we typically see an increase in cases of 
head lice. Please check your student on a weekly basis for the signs 
of head lice (head scratching, sores on the scalp, live lice, nits). If your 

child has a case of head lice, contact your health care provider for  
treatment recommendations. Be sure to wash and dry bedding,  

blankets, and pillows; bag stuffed animals; and, vacuum car seats and 
sofas. Encourage your student to not share brushes/combs, head wear, 
scarfs, coats, etc.  

 
Just an FYI …. SMSD Health Services, in consultation with the JCHD, does not recommend 
the practice of screening whole classrooms of children or routinely sending contagion notices 

home, particularly for isolated cases. Notices of contagious illnesses will be provided by 
school nurses when recommended by JCHD, if there is a cluster of cases in a particular 

classroom or grade, when it is in the best health interest of the group, or if the nurse is  
concerned about a particular illness throughout the building. As required by law, student 
privacy, as well as the family’s right to confidentiality, will be maintained. In keeping with the 

SMSD goal to leave a smaller paper footprint, parents may be notified of particular illnesses 
through the school or nurse newsletter, or web page rather than paper.   

 

 

Julie Johnston, School Nurse 
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FLU SEASON 
 

 
Flu season is here! The following is a great reference for parents when decid-
ing whether to keep their child home from school: 
 
The symptoms of influenza (flu) include: fever, cough, and a sore throat. They can 
also include body aches, headache, chills, and feeling tired. Some people also have 
diarrhea and vomiting. The most important thing that you can do to keep flu from 
spreading in the community is to keep your sick student at home. Use the following 
checklist to help decide if you or someone in your family may have influenza-like  
illness: 

 
 

___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have a fever of 100 degrees or higher? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have vomiting or diarrhea? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have a cough? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have a sore throat? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have a headache? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have body aches?  
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have chills? 

 
 
SHOULD I KEEP MY STUDENT HOME? 
 

 If you checked yes to fever of 100 degrees or higher and one or more of the other symptoms, your 
student has an influenza-like illness. Keep your student home until they have been fever free 
WITHOUT the use of fever reducing medications and both vomit and diarrhea free for 24 
hours or until your student is completely well for a full day, whichever is longer. Even 
though your student is feeling better, they still can pass the virus to other people. 
 

 If you checked “yes” to one or more of the questions above and your student does not have a  
fever, or if your student is ill with other symptoms, keep your student at home at least one day to 
observe for other symptoms. If other symptoms develop, use the checklist questions again to  
decide whether to continue to keep the student home. Send your student back to school after he or 
she has been completely well for 24 hours. 

 
 
WHAT SHOULD I TELL MY STUDENT’S SCHOOL? 
 

 If you checked “yes” for fever AND one of the other symptoms, tell your student’s attendance office 
that your student is home with influenza-like illness and specify which symptoms they are  
experiencing. 
 

If your student has been diagnosed by a healthcare provider with a different illness, such as strep 

throat, tell your student’s attendance office and follow your healthcare provider’s recommendation along 

with school guidelines for when they can return to school. 



Attendance Line 

913-993-2388 

 
To report an absence or illness, please notify the 

office. This ensures the safety and correct  
attendance record for your student. Please state 

your child’s name, teacher’s name, date of  
absence, and reason for the absence. 

ATTENTION: VISITORS 

 

ALL VISITORS & PARENTS MUST SIGN IN 
AND WEAR A BADGE 

 

Please refrain from making unnecessary trips to 
classrooms. Please leave items in the office for 
students to pick up, and contact the teacher to 

schedule a visit.  Thank you! 
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 WINTER RECESS POLICY  

  
The SMSD district recess policy is that all students will go 
outside if the regular temp is above 15 degrees and the wind 
chill is above 0. We will not allow students to stay indoors for 

recess unless they have a documented health condition and a 
note from a healthcare provider (doctor or nurse practitioner) 

stating the student must stay inside for recess. A note from a 
parent is not adequate. Please make sure your student has 
proper outdoor attire: coat, hat and gloves during the winter 
months.  
 

La política del recreo del distrito SMSD es que todos los  
estudiantes irán afuera si la temperatura normal está por  
encima de 15 grados y vientos son superior a 0. No  

permitiremos que los estudiantes permanezcan dentro del  
edificio a la hora del recreo a menos de que tengan una  
condición de salud documentada y nota de un médico (médico, enfermera o profesional)  

indicando que el estudiante debe  
permanecer dentro a la hora del recreo. Una nota de los padres no es suficiente. Por favor, 

asegúrese de que su estudiante tenga una vestimenta apropiada al aire libre: abrigos, gorros 
y guantes durante los meses del invierno. 
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Veterans Day 

Learning 
 

 

 

 

 

For two weeks before Veterans Day, Ms. Gray’s class combined Social Studies learning with 

Veterans Day learning. Each student researched a branch of the military, a U.S. War or a topic 

related to veterans. They learned research and presentation tool skills while becoming an expert 

on their topic. They then presented to their class and taught peers about their topic. Students also 

learned and practiced note-taking skills as they kept track of all the presentations.   

 

We added first-hand accounts to our learning by having two speakers come to our classroom. 

AW/SW Dusty Winkler of the U.S. Navy came to speak to us and taught us all about being in the 

Navy. This included her take on veterans and how we should show respect to them as well as 

some Navy jargon and interesting facts about ships and sailing. 

 

Our second guest was Mr. Jeff Brownlee, Grandparent of three students at Broken Arrow. He 

took us through his experiences in the Army, teaching us about a typical day at different points in 

an Army career and sharing some of his personal stories. The kids loved having him visit the 

class and learned a lot from is presentation. 

 

Students now know the meaning behind the phrase “thank you for your service.”  It’s not just 

words to them anymore. They know why they should say it to veterans and understand the  

sacrifices made by all who served at wartime and at peace time. Thanks to our speakers for  

sharing your life experiences with us! 

 

Ms. Gayle Gray – 5th Grade 
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News from the Art Room! 

 
I would like to recognize fifth grade student Harnaik Singh 
and second grade student Avery Burkhart as November’s 
Student Artists of the Month. Their artwork was on display 
in the office for the entire month.   
 
First, third and fifth grade students have been learning 
how to shade their artwork with value. Kindergarten  
students are learning figure drawing (using Nutcrackers as 
subjects!) No more stick figures coming from this art 
room! Fourth grade created some fun agamographs that 
can be viewed from two different sides. Sixth grade  
created optical illusion after images. Second grade got  
artworks ready to decorate for Kansas’s upcoming  
birthday.   
 

 
 
Are you on Artsonia? Grades 3-6 upload their own work as they finish 
during art class. I upload K-2 so you can see what they’re doing. New to 
Artsonia? Check us out! Artsonia is a GREAT way for connect with  
grandparents and other relatives! Artsonia is a free, online art museum 
that holds your student’s art portfolio through the years. You can even 
order collectables if you wish. Be on the lookout for holiday gift giving 
possibilities. Any collectibles ordered through Artsonia directly helps 
the Art Room!  https://www.artsonia.com/schools/school.asp?id=18756  
 

 
 
Tweet it out! Follow me:  @PeaceLoveAndArt        
 
Mrs. Laura Porras, Art Teacher 
baporras@smsd.org  

https://www.artsonia.com/schools/school.asp?id=18756
mailto:baporras@smsd.org
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  Did you know…? 
 
Do you know ways to keep you and your family healthy during the holiday season?  
Please follow these 4 basic food safety steps to reduce the risk of foodborne illness: Clean, 
Separate, Cook, and Chill. 
 
Clean 

 Hand washing is one of the best ways to prevent the spread of foodborne illness. Remember to wash your 
hands with soap and water for 20 seconds before and after handling food. 

 Wash all kitchen counters, dishes, and utensils with hot soapy water. 
Separate 

 Prevent cross-contamination by keeping raw meat, poultry, seafood and eggs separate from all other 
foods. 

 Designate one cutting board for fresh produce and another for raw meat, poultry, seafood, and eggs. 
Cook 

 Use a food thermometer to ensure your foods have been cooked to the proper minimum internal  
temperature. 

 Keep food at 140° F or above after cooking. 
 Microwave food thoroughly to 165° F. 

Chill 
 Refrigerate perishable foods within 2 hours.  Remember to store leftovers within 2 hours as well. 
 Know when to throw food out.  When in doubt, throw it out. 
 

Don’t forget – if your child receives free or reduced meals, they are eligible for one breakfast and one lunch per 
day as part of this benefit.  All breakfast and lunch meal choices are available for all students regardless of eligi-
bility status.  
 
The school breakfast menus, lunch menus, and other nutrition information are available on the district’s 
website at http://foodservices.smsd.org. 

 

Staff Cookie Exchange 

The annual Broken Arrow Staff Holiday Cookie Exchange will be Friday, December 15th. We will 

be asking for donations of a dozen (or more!) assorted cookies/treats than we can give to all the 

wonderful BA staff members to take home and enjoy with their family and friends.  

 

Please be on the lookout for a Signup Genius in the 

coming week! 

http://foodservices.smsd.org
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/

Visit our website: www.brokenarrowpta.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shop using this link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-1084629 and  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/brokenarrowpta/
http://www.brokenarrowpta.org
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-1084629
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2017-18 Broken Arrow PTA Executive Board 
 

President 

Sarah Koenig 
sarahkoenig27@gmail.com   • 913.752.7085 

  

President Elect 
Stephanie Markwell 

slmarkwell1123@gmail.com  • 913.235.0804 
  

Treasurer 
Stefanie Forbes 

stefanieforbes@smsd.org  • 913.484.0488 
   

Treasurer Elect 
Johann Ohly 

johannohly@yahoo.com  • 417.763.1331 
   

VP Community Services 
Sarah Alberico 

sarahalberico18@gmail.com  • 913.744.9866 
   

VP Education 
Kelli Unruh 

kelliunruh@hotmail.com  • 913.940.4662 
  

Secretary 
Anna Ohly 

annaandoscar@yahoo.com  • 417.693.3239 

mailto:jhuddle@everestkc.net
mailto:sarahkoenig27@gmail.com
mailto:stefanieforbes@smsd.org
mailto:wallace@journey-shawnee.org
mailto:kelliunruh@hotmail.com

