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Principal’s Message 

 
Dear Broken Arrow Families, 
 
I am pleased to report that the 2017-18 school year is off to a great start. I want to extend a special message of appreciation 
to our wonderful PTA and all the volunteers who have helped with the many back-to-school events. We are very excited about 
this year’s theme: “Broken Arrow’s Amazing Race…The World is Waiting!” We want to send the message to all our students 
that “you are capable of being amazing!”   
 
One of the best ways we can help our students know they can be truly amazing is to celebrate their successes--both big and 
small. I am asking all who are reading this article to look for opportunities to “celebrate success” with our students. You can do 
this by being intentional in looking for meaningful reasons for celebration. As we look for reasons for celebration, growth 
should be the primary area of focus. It is of utmost importance that we see all children though a lens of potential. We are 
fortunate to play an important part of our children’s learning adventure.   
 
In closing, I want to encourage all parents to join us in our “Amazing Race.” We will be sharing more about ways we will be 
helping our students share their story. We are excited about what lies ahead for our students and for Broken Arrow. Thanks 
for supporting us in our adventure.   
 

 
Mike Brewer, Principal 

Broken Arrow Elementary School 

Shawnee Mission School District  

Broken Arrow  

Elementary School 

 

  5901 Alden 
  Shawnee, Kansas 66216 
  http://brokenarrow.smsd.org 
  913-993-2300 (Office) 
  913-993-2388 (Attendance Line) 
  Principal — Mr. Michael Brewer 
 
  REGULAR SCHOOL HOURS 
  Breakfast     7:40am-8:00am 

New Broken Arrow Staff! 
 

Kathy Schauwecker…..Kindergarten Teacher 
Steffanie Booth………...1st Grade Teacher 

Madeline Ginder……….6th Grade Teacher 
John Williamson……….6th Grade Teacher 

Dale Hurt………………..PE Teacher 
Britt Jensen…………….Resource Teacher 
Michelle Langton……...SLC Teacher 

Kathy Gaskey ………….School Psychologist 
Kelli Unruh …………….Office Assistant 

http://brokenarrow.smsd.org
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Drop-Off and Pick-Up  
 
 

 
Just a few clarifications for dropping off your students in 

the morning and picking them up in the afternoon: 
 
 

 
FROM THE CIRCLE DRIVE: 

 
1.  If you arrive early, please pull all the way around the circle drive so as many cars 

as possible can get into the circle drive. 

  
2.  Wait in your car until your student sees you; if you see them first, you may step 

outside the car and wave. A teacher or Safety Patrol student will escort your stu-

dent to the car. 
 

 
 

FROM THE BACK: 

 
1.  Please take turns entering the driveway. 
  

2.  Keep a watchful eye out for students who are walking and getting onto the buses. 
 

3.  Students who are not picked up by 3:20 p.m. are taken to the office for pick-up. 
 
 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE: 

 

 Students arriving after 8:20 a.m. must be signed in by the parent/guardian in 

the office. 
 

 Students picked up after 3:30 p.m. must be signed out by the parent/guardian. 
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Attendance Line 

913-993-2388 

To report an absence or illness, please notify the office. 
This ensures the safety and correct attendance record for 
your student. Please state your child’s name, teacher’s 

 

Traffic  

Instructions 

 

 

 
If you live NORTH of Johnson Dr. 

Use the front circle drive 
Johnson Dr. to Alden 

 

If you live SOUTH of Johnson Dr. 
Use the back drive through the playground 

Alden to 60th Terr. – turn Right -or- 
Greenwood to 60th Terr. – turn Left 

 

School Starts at 8:10am 
School Dismisses at 3:10pm 

 

Students are not admitted into the building 
before 7:50am unless they come for 

breakfast. 
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ATTENTION: VISITORS 

 

ALL VISITORS & PARENTS MUST SIGN IN 
AND WEAR A BADGE 

 

Please refrain from making unnecessary trips to 
classrooms. Please leave items in the office for 
students to pick up, and contact the teacher to 

schedule a visit.  Thank you! 

Sending Money  

to School 
 

 
If you are sending money to school, whether 

it be for lunches or for PTA, please make 
sure you place it in an envelope and write 
your student’s name as well as its purpose 

on the outside of the envelope.  
 

 

 

Class and Individual Pictures will 

be taken September 21. 

Order forms are coming home 

soon. You can also order online 

at Inter-State.com/Order using  

order code 18979HA 



 

 

 

 TARDY and UNEXCUSED POLICIES
   

 
When a child is late to school, he or she misses out on important 
instruction and then faces the challenge of trying to settle in and 
catch up with what other students are doing. It is especially  
detrimental if it occurs on a consistent basis. It can also be very  
disruptive to the other students in the classroom. Being on time to 
school is preparation for the world outside of school.  
 
 
Your student will be marked “Tardy” if he or she: 

 

 Arrives after 8:10 a.m. 
 

 Leaves school before 3:10 p.m. 
 
 
Your student will be marked “Unexcused” if he or she: 

 

 Does not provide documentation of a doctor’s appointment (MD, dentist, eye doctor, etc.) 
when absent from school 

 

 Arrives after 8:45 a.m. 
 

 Nurse or Office is not notified of an absence (illness, out-of-town, etc.) 
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IMPORTANT: 
 
You must come into the office to sign in or sign out your student if: 
 

 Student arrives for school after 8:20 a.m. 
 

 Student needs to leave during the school day for an appointment 
 

 Student is picked up from school after 3:30 p.m. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you logged on yet? 
 

Have you completed your On-Line Verification? It is required to complete enrollment for 

your student! 
 
What is it? 

 

Skyward Family Access is a secure web-based program that allows parents to view stu-

dent information anytime, anywhere, with an internet connection. Using a secure login 
and password, families are able to view: 
 

 attendance, including reasons for absence 

 current assignments, including missing assignments 

 grades 

 current food service balance and past payments 

 daily food purchases by student 

 immunization records   

 

In addition, parents can send and receive emails, update their email address, and sub-
scribe to automatic notifications.  

 
How to log on to Skyward Family Access: 

 

 Log into www.SMSD.org 

 

 Click on the blue “Skyward Family Access” tab that is located on the right-hand 

side of the page. 

 

 Enter your username and password:  

 
  Your username will be your firstname.lastname.  

 
Your password is a temporary password that was provided to you by the Office  

  or sent to you via email. When you initially log on, you will be asked to change  

  the password to a personal, confidential password. 
 

If you need further assistance, please call the Office at 913.993.2300. 

6 

  Broken Arrow School News  

Skyward Family Access 
Log in to Portal 

http://www.SMSD.org


  Broken Arrow School News  

7 

Broken Arrow 
ABCD and Specials Schedules 

2017-2018 
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  Birthday Treats Guideline Update 
 
 

The Shawnee Mission School District has had a change in practices that  
address the health and wellness of the SMSD elementary school children. Our 
elementary school is implementing a “no birthday treats” guideline. This  
decision was made after much thought and discussion at the building and  
district level. There are a variety of reasons why we made this change, the 
main one being to coordinate with our district’s wellness policy on making 
healthy choices, in alignment with federal regulations. 
 
Other rationale for restricting treats at school include the following concerns: 
 
Allergies:  Due to the increasing number of students with food allergies, schools have had to be  
extremely careful with any food items entering the school building. It is a safety issue and something 
that we need to take very seriously.  
 
Promoting Healthy Lifestyle: The Federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates 
that one in six school-age children are overweight; triple the proportion in 1980. The agency has pro-
jected that one in three children born in 2000 will eventually develop a form of diabetes linked to being  
overweight. 
 
Equity: Some parents are not able to provide treats for their child on birthdays or special days 
because of financial hardships. 
 
The purpose of this change is to assure a school environment that promotes and protects students’ 
health, well-being, and ability to learn by supporting healthy eating, physical activity and healthy  
choices.  This change brings together current research to create guidelines that help us with healthy 
choices for all of our students. If you are interested in reading the district’s policy on wellness, it is  
available on the District website. 
 
Classroom teachers will continue to recognize and celebrate children on their special day in special 
ways. 
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  Nurse’s Notes   

 

 

 

    Immunize: It’s the Law! 
Kansas Law K.A.R. 28-1-20 defines immunizations required for any individual who attends school or early childhood programs 
operated by a school. Parents of students who are not compliant with KS Immunization requirements will be notified three 
times: at 30, 60, and 90 days of noncompliance. Students remaining noncompliant after 90 days will be excluded from  
attending class until compliance is met. If you have questions regarding your child’s immunization status, please contact Julie 
Johnston, BA School Nurse. 
 

 

 

 

 

  Hearing and Vision Screenings   
Hearing and Vision screenings will be conducted this year for PREK, KDG, 1st, 3rd, and 5th grades and all new students to 
SMSD. Vision testing was completed last week. Referral notices have been sent home with students who needed them.  
Hearing screenings will begin in September and hopefully be completed by Thanksgiving. You will be notified if your child did 
not pass the screenings. 
 
 
 
 
 

  Broken Arrow Dental Screening 
Broken Arrow will be providing a free dental screening to all students enrolled in PK-6 on Thursday, August 31, 2017.  In  
compliance with Kansas State Statute 72-5201, all district students will be screened unless parents opted their child(ren) out 
of participation in the screening.  The screening was provided for your child at no charge.  Oral health is an important part of 
children’s overall health, and is a critical component in their ability to learn and succeed at school.  You may request to opt 
your child out of the screening, by notifying the nurse.  If your child participated, screening results were sent home with your 
child if a dental concern was noted.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at school at 913-993-2302, or by email 
at juliejohnston@smsd.org. If you don’t have a dental home and would like your child to receive dental care at school, 
Broken Arrow partners with Health Partnership Clinic’s dentist, Dr. Dayna Brinckman. She and her team of hygienists 
come to BA several times each year to treat students’ dental needs at school. She accepts those with insurance and 
those without. Please complete the yellow dental packet that was sent home last week and return it to the nurse if 
you’d like your child to receive dental care at school. 
 
 
 
 

  Accidents happen …….   
If your child comes home with an article of clothing that you don’t recognize, it probably came from the nurse! Please launder 
and return it to school with your child. Thanks for your support! 
 

Julie Johnston, School Nurse 

mailto:juliejohnston@smsd.org


GREAT NEWS!  Girls on the Run is coming to  
Broken Arrow this fall!  

 
This 10-week program is for girls in grades 4

th
 through 

6
th
 that educates and prepares girls for a lifetime of  

self-respect and healthy living. Using a well-researched 
curriculum, life lessons are taught through the use of fun 
interactive games combined with training for a non-
competitive 5K. Topics include: getting rid of negative 
self-talk, how to deal with bullying, gossip and peer 
pressure, nutrition, making healthy choices and much more. Practices for 

the upcoming season will be on Tuesdays & Thursdays right after school until 4:30 pm at Broken 
Arrow, beginning September 12. All girls will get to run or walk in the non-competitive Girls on the Run 
5K at the end of the season.  Financial assistance is available. 
 

Registration is open now but closes 9/9. Spots are limited!   
Visit www.gotrkc.org or ask Emily Newman to learn more. 
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4th Graders Gazing at the Solar Eclipse! 
 

Room 209 fourth graders have been learning the expectations of  
starting a new school year with a new teacher. While we continue to 
practice listening skills, learning about integrity, and being dependable, 
we are starting to learn about academics 
as well.  
 
In science, students are looking at the  
patterns of the earth and the messages 
these patterns give. In Social studies, the 
focus is on the eastern area of the United  
States and its characteristics. And while  
reading and the new EngageNY math  
gear up, how could we forget the eclipse 
watching party? Here is a picture of kids  
enjoying the once-in-a-lifetime experience. 

http://www.gotrkc.org
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NEXT MONTH’S TRAILBLAZER DEADLINE 
 

The deadline for submitting articles for the next 
issue is 5:00pm on Wednesday, September 27th. 

Email articles to Katie McLean-Campbell at 
katie.mcleancampbell@gmail.com. 
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PTA Membership 

 
 
 

 
National PTA Mission: to make every child’s 
potential a reality by engaging and empowering 
families and communities to advocate for all 
children 
 
Q: Who can join Broken Arrow PTA? 
A: Anyone who wishes to support the Broken 
Arrow community: Moms AND Dads, 
Grandparents, Aunts, Uncles, Teachers, 
Neighbors and Community Members. 
 
Q: Why join Broken Arrow PTA? 
A: Joining PTA gives your support to the Broken 
Arrow community and PTA programs and 
purposes. It also gives you the opportunity to 
stay connected to the school community and 
other parents. 
 
Q: What is required of me if I join Broken 
Arrow PTA? 
A: Broken Arrow PTA has no participation 
requirements of its members. 
 

To sign up for PTA Membership (and Birthday 
Billboard or Direct Donation), please use the PTA 
Membership Form that was sent home or find it 
on the Broken Arrow PTA website: 
www.brokenarrowpta.org. 
 
 

Thursday, September 7th  

6:30 PM 

Broken Arrow Library 

http://www.brokenarrowpta.org
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Q: Why does Broken Arrow PTA fundraise? 
A: To provide money for field trips, field trip buses, guest speakers, and educational enrichment 
programs. 
 
Q: How much does PTA need to raise? 
A: To meet our 2017-2018 fundraising goals, we would need to raise $90 per student. 
 
Q: How can a family or community member contribute to fundraising goals? 
A: The following are some options: 
 

 Cookie Dough Sale: each student would need to sell $225 worth of cookie dough to 

raise $90 
 WORFF: each student would need to raise $90 in pledges 

 Roller Skating Parties: BAPTA receives $1.50 per student BEYOND the first 50 

students that skate 
 Box Tops for Education: each Box Top is worth 10 cents 

 Amazon Smile: BAPTA receives 0.5% of your Amazon Smile purchases when you use 

this link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-1084629  
 Birthday Billboard: $5 for each student; 100% stays with BAPTA 

 PTA Membership: $5 of each PTA membership goes to Broken Arrow PTA 

 Direct Donation: any amount is appreciated with 100% staying with Broken Arrow PTA 

and it is 100% tax deductible 
 
To sign up for Birthday Billboard, PTA Membership or Direct Donation, please use the PTA 
Membership Form which can be found on the Broken Arrow PTA website: 
www.brokenarrowpta.org. 
 
We encourage you to aim high and use all the fundraising avenues to help us reach our goals. 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-1084629
http://www.brokenarrowpta.org


  Broken Arrow PTA Committee Reports  

14 

 
 Box Tops at Broken Arrow – 

 We’re trying something NEW! 
 

  National BOX TOP week is 9/24-30! 

 
 
 

How does it work?  
 

 Bring them in whenever you remember – constant collection means no need 
to clutter your kitchen drawers with them! 

 Room totals will be counted at the end of each month.  
 The class with the most each month will earn the GOLDEN BOX TOP to 

display until the next collection. 
 The class with the most Box Tops at the end of the year will earn a special 

party. 
 

How can you help?  
 

 Send in Box Tops! Look for them on your favorite products at the store, 
including cereals, fruit snacks, and even office supplies. 

 Trim Box Tops around the dotted line and check for current expiration 
dates.  

 VOLUNTEER! Each classroom needs one person to count Box Tops each 
month. It’s on your own time…perfect for working parents.  

 Go to http://www.boxtops4education.com and shop online to earn on 
products you’d be ordering anyway! 

 Go to http://www.boxtops4education.com and enter the contest for Broken 
Arrow Elementary to get DOUBLE the DOLLARS on our Fall check! 

 To volunteer or for more information, contact Andrea Murdock at:  
785-375-9115 or andrea.lr.murdock@gmail.com 

 
 

http://www.boxtops4education.com
http://www.boxtops4education.com
mailto:andrea.lr.murdock@gmail.com
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Students 
Be on the lookout for more information and registration forms coming soon  
about the 2017-2018 Reflections program! 
 
This year’s theme is Within Reach 
 

Parents 
We welcome parent volunteers interested in helping with the Reflections program in the following 
ways: 

 Marketing/Promotion: share invitations, announcements, and information about 
Reflections through various media avenues 

 

 Judging Coordinator: recruit volunteer judges, organize artwork for judging, and collect 
judges’ scores 

 

 Information Coordinator: organize student entry information for awards, 
announcements, and printing certificates 

 

 Celebration Coordinator: create plan for exhibiting student artwork, acknowledging 
student participation, and recognizing student awards 

 
If you are interested in volunteering in any of these ways, please contact Sarah Koenig by email or text 
(sarahkoenig27@gmail.com, (913) 752-7085). 

mailto:sarahkoenig27@gmail.com
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2017-18 Broken Arrow PTA Executive Board 
 

President 

Sarah Koenig 
sarahkoenig27@gmail.com   • 913.752.7085 

  

President Elect 
Stephanie Markwell 

slmarkwell1123@gmail.com  • 913.235.0804 
  

Treasurer 
Stefanie Forbes 

stefanieforbes@smsd.org  • 913.484.0488 
   

Treasurer Elect 
Johann Ohly 

johannohly@yahoo.com  • 417.763.1331 
   

VP Community Services 
Sarah Alberico 

sarahalberico18@gmail.com  • 913.744.9866 
   

VP Education 
Kelli Unruh 

kelliunruh@hotmail.com  • 913.940.4662 
  

Secretary 
Anna Ohly 

annaandoscar@yahoo.com  • 417.693.3239 

mailto:jhuddle@everestkc.net
mailto:sarahkoenig27@gmail.com
mailto:stefanieforbes@smsd.org
mailto:wallace@journey-shawnee.org
mailto:kelliunruh@hotmail.com

