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Principal’s Message 

Dear Broken Arrow Parents, 
 
My wife and I recently attended the PTA Reflections showcase at Shawnee Mission West High School. While we were 
viewing all the many projects that were submitted by students throughout the district, we were reminded of the amazing work 
students can do when we let them work on a project that aligns with their passion. I am proud that Broken Arrow was well 
represented at the PTA event. We have several students who will be recognized at an upcoming school board meeting for 
their award-winning projects.     
 
In addition to special events like the PTA Reflections Program, we continue to strive to help every student "find their voice” in 
a way that helps them feel confident and competent. The staff and I are working hard to equip and motivate every student to 
take ownership of their own “learning adventure.” As I often tell students, they can become the "super hero" in their own story. 
As we help our students understand the important role they play in their own learning journey, we will begin to see the 
breakthrough results we all want, and the results that our students need and deserve.   
 
When teachers, parents and students work closely together, success is inevitable. We want and need your input in ways we 
can improve. Please be watching for a couple of surveys that will soon be coming out to seek your ideas on how we can fully 
engage all stakeholders at Broken Arrow. Above all, please join us in cheering on our Trailblazers as they take full advantage 
of the many learning opportunities they have at Broken Arrow. By working as a team, we can make a difference for all our 
students while also helping Broken Arrow become an “Uncommon School” that is a model for schools throughout the nation.   

 

Mike Brewer, Principal 

Broken Arrow Elementary School 

  Shawnee Mission School District 

  Broken Arrow Elementary School 

 
  5901 Alden 
  Shawnee, Kansas 66216 
  http://brokenarrow.smsd.org 
  913-993-2300 (Office) 
  913-993-2388 (Attendance Line) 
  Principal — Mr. Michael Brewer 

 
  REGULAR SCHOOL HOURS 
  Breakfast 7:40am-8:00am 
  School Hours 8:10am-3:10pm 
  Office 7:30am-4:00pm 

REMINDER 
 

 Friday, Feb. 3rd 
NO SCHOOL / Conferences 

 
Friday, Feb. 17th 

NO SCHOOL / Professional Development 
 

Monday, Feb. 20th 
NO SCHOOL / OFFICE CLOSED 

President’s Day 
 

Friday, Mar. 10th 
NO SCHOOL / Teacher Workday 

 
Monday — Friday, Mar. 13th — 17th 

NO SCHOOL / OFFICE CLOSED 
SPRING BREAK 

http://brokenarrow.smsd.org


Attendance Line 

913-993-2388 

 
To report an absence or illness, please notify the 

office. This ensures the safety and correct  
attendance record for your student. Please state 

your child’s name, teacher’s name, date of  

ATTENTION: VISITORS 

 

ALL VISITORS & PARENTS MUST SIGN IN 
AND WEAR A BADGE 

 

Please refrain from making unnecessary trips to 
classrooms. Please leave items in the office for 
students to pick up, and contact the teacher to 

schedule a visit.  Thank you! 
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FEBRUARY 2017 

Friday Feb 3 NO SCHOOL / Conferences   

Tuesday Feb 7 PTA Talent Show Screening 3:30 – 4:30 pm 

Thursday Feb 9 PTA Skating Party 6:00 – 8:00 pm 

Tuesday Feb 14 Pennies for Patients Kickoff Assembly 8:30 – 9:00 am 

    Valentine’s Day Parties 2:00 – 2:45 pm 

Friday Feb 17 NO SCHOOL / Professional Development   

Monday Feb 20 NO SCHOOL / OFFICE CLOSED • President’s Day   

Monday Feb 27 PTA Talent Show Rehearsal 3:30 – 4:30 pm 

MARCH 2017 

Thursday Mar 2 PTA Talent Show 1:30 – 2:30 pm 

    PTA Meeting – Library 6:30 – 7:30 pm 

Wednesday Mar 8 Tyke Time for 2017-2018 Kindergarteners 9:30 – 10:30 am 

Friday Mar 10 NO SCHOOL – End of 3rd Qtr / Teacher Workday   

Mon-Fri Mar 13-17 SPRING BREAK   

Monday Mar 20 4th Qtr Begins   

Tuesday Mar 21 Tyke Time for 2017-2018 Kindergarteners 1:30 – 2:30 pm 

Thursday Mar 23 Chess Club 3:10 – 4:00 pm 

Thursday Mar 30 Chess Club 3:10 – 4:00 pm 

Friday Mar 31 Tyke Time for 2017-2018 Kindergarteners 9:30 – 10:30 am 

Broken Arrow Calendar 
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A new program is available to SMSD  
families: 
 

What are the basics? 
 

The basics are human dignity products that are not covered by 
government assistance. They include: deodorant, shampoo,  
conditioner, toothbrushes, toothpaste, floss, toilet paper, kleenex, baby wipes, diapers, incontinence 
pads, feminine hygiene products, soap, trash bags, dishwashing liquid, laundry soap, ziploc bags, 
and cleaning solution. 

Who needs the basics? 
 

Everyone deserves basic human dignity products. Some of your friends and neighbors may need our 
products during hard times in their lives. They may not want to ask for assistance because they may 
not want to expose the depth of their hardships but Giving the Basics wants to be sure human  
dignity products are available whenever needs occur. 
 
If you would like more info about this program, please visit www.GivingtheBasics.org. 
 
If your family would like to receive Giving the Basics products, please contact Mrs. Johnston, BA 
nurse at 913-993-2302. 

 

Growth and Development Lessons 

 

 
 
 
 
Broken Arrow Parents of 4

th
 Graders, 

 
One of the responsibilities of parents and teachers is helping children develop positive, confident and 
healthy attitudes toward growing up. Accurate knowledge about their bodies creates a normal attitude 
and perspective toward themselves. The late elementary and middle school years are characterized by 
rapid physical and social growth.  
  
As part of our Health and Growth and Development curriculum, videos are used to help introduce this 
subject to our students. These videos explain and show the physical and emotional development 
brought about by the glandular changes during adolescence for boys and girls and speak to personal 
hygiene.  
 
Separate Growth and Development lessons will be presented to the 4

th
 grade level of boys and girls on 

February 16, 2017. You, as parents, have a chance to preview the video. Please call me at 993-2302 
to set up a convenient day and time if you choose to do so. Previewing the video will better enable you 
to initiate a family discussion regarding the video’s subject matter. 
Thank you, 
 
Julie Johnston 

http://www.GivingtheBasics.org
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Nurse’s Notes 
 

 

February is National Children's Dental Health Month 

Approximately 80 percent of tooth decay in the U.S. is suffered by 25 
percent of the country's children, according to the National Institutes of Health, 
and according to our recent survey, the biggest reason for  
delaying dental care is cost. Developing good habits at an early age and 
scheduling regular dental visits helps children get a good start on a lifetime of 
healthy teeth and gums. If you don’t have a dental home, please contact the 
school nurse for resources. 
 

 

 
Growth and Development Lessons 

 
Broken Arrow Parents of 4, 5, and 6 Graders, 
 
One of the responsibilities of parents and teachers is helping children develop positive, confident and healthy  
attitudes toward growing up. Accurate knowledge about their bodies creates a normal attitude and perspective 
toward themselves. The late elementary and middle school years are characterized by rapid physical and social 
growth.  
  
As part of our Health and Growth and Development curriculum, videos are used to help introduce this subject to 
our students. These videos explain and show the physical and emotional development brought about by the 
glandular changes during adolescence, for boys and girls and speak to personal hygiene. Separate Growth and 
Development lessons will be presented to the 4th grade students on February 16, 2017, 5th grade students 
on March 9, 2017 and 6th grade students on March 8, 2017. You, as parents, have a chance to preview the 
videos.  Please call me at 993-2302 to set up a convenient day and time if you choose to do so.  Previewing the 
video will better enable you to initiate a family discussion regarding the video’s subject matter. 
 
 
 

 Eat a good breakfast!  
 

According to AboutKidsHealth.com … Breakfast helps improve mental performance 
and concentration during morning activities. Children who skip breakfast will be more  
sluggish, less attentive, and have less energy to carry out their morning tasks.  

 
Teachers observe that children who come to school hungry experience more learning difficulties compared to 
well-nourished children. Studies show that breakfast eaters  
perform much better in their school work and show extra energy in sports and other physical activities.  
 
Besides assuring optimal development and growth, positive effects on alertness, attention, performance on 
standardized achievement tests, and other skills important for academic success are enhanced for those who eat 
breakfast on a daily basis. 
 
Parents, please make sure your child has time to eat breakfast every morning – whether it’s at home or at 
school! 

http://www.consumerreports.org/content/cro/en/consumer-reports-magazine-february-2012/dental-care.html
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    FLU SEASON 
 

 
Flu season is here! The following is a great reference for parents when deciding 
whether to keep their child home from school: 
 

The symptoms of influenza (flu) include: fever, cough, and a sore throat. They can also include body 
aches, headache, chills, and feeling tired. Some people also have diarrhea and vomiting. The most  
important thing that you can do to keep flu from spreading in the community is to keep your sick student 
at home. Use the following checklist to help decide if you or someone in your family may have 
influenza-like illness: 
 
 

___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have a fever of 100 degrees or higher? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have vomiting or diarrhea? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have a cough? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have a sore throat? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have a headache? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have body aches?  
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have chills? 

 
 
SHOULD I KEEP MY STUDENT HOME? 
 

 If you checked yes to fever of 100 degrees or higher and one or more of the other symptoms, your 
student has an influenza-like illness. Keep your student home until they have been fever free 
WITHOUT the use of fever reducing medications and both vomit and diarrhea free for 24 
hours or until your student is completely well for a full day, whichever is longer. Even 
though your student is feeling better, they still can pass the virus to other people. 
 

 If you checked “yes” to one or more of the questions above and your student does not have a  
fever, or if your student is ill with other symptoms, keep your student at home at least one day to 
observe for other symptoms. If other symptoms develop, use the checklist questions again to  
decide whether to continue to keep the student home. Send your student back to school after he or 
she has been completely well for 24 hours. 

 
 
WHAT SHOULD I TELL MY STUDENT’S SCHOOL? 
 

 If you checked “yes” for fever AND one of the other symptoms, tell your student’s attendance office 
that your student is home with influenza-like illness and specify which symptoms they are  
experiencing. 
 

If your student has been diagnosed by a healthcare provider with a different illness, such as strep 

throat, tell your student’s attendance office and follow your healthcare provider’s recommendation along 

with  school guidelines for when they can return to school. 
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    Art News! 
 

 
Students explored artistic metaphors when we returned from winter 
break. Kindergarten through 6th grade created feathers to display on 
the “What if you fly” collaborative, large art pieces. This was inspired 
by the poem by Erin Hanson (see right). 
 
Students are encouraged to take photos of themselves with their arms 
spread out on the wings.  I placed the feathers on the green back-
ground and we use a “green screen” app with many grade levels.  My 
objective of this is to have our Trailblazers show courage and believe 
in themselves as well as encouraging each other.   It’s a great way to 
start the new year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
     Green backdrop with  

ordinary camera. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Using a green screen  
app on the iPad, I was  
able to place a photo  
into the background.   

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for supporting our Art Classes on Artsonia! All of your purchases directly benefit the art  
classroom for extra goodies. 
 
         Happy 2017! Mrs. Porras 
 

@PeaceLoveandArt 
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You’re Invited…Join the Zoo Crew! 
They are Wild about Heart Health 

 

WHO:     All Students with Heart 
 

WHAT:  Jump Rope for Heart Event 
 

WHEN:  February 13-17 during PE Class 
 

WHERE: Broken Arrow Elementary Gym 
 

WHY:   To have fun and learn how to live a Heart-Healthy Lifestyle!                                                                 
               
Please return donation envelopes by 2/17/2017. 
 

 The donations our school raises will help fund lifesaving research into heart disease 

and stroke, our nation’s No. 1 and No. 5 causes of death. 

 Donations also fund the development of educational materials that teach the 

importance of heart health and nutrition. Our school also receives PE equipment.  
 ANY STUDENT WHO RAISES AT LEAST $125 RECEIVES A FREE 60-MINUTE JUMP PASS TO 

SKY ZONE IN SHAWNEE, KS along with all the other Thank You gifts! 

 
 

Raise money online by going directly to this link: 
jumphoops2017mwa.kintera.org/brokenarrowelemshawneeks 

 

It’s fun, quick and EASY!!  Ask everyone you know for donations by creating one simple e-mail, Facebook, 

Twitter or download the FREE phone App. Search for American Heart Association then find Jump/Hoops 

App.  Check with your employer for matching gift forms to double donations. Please make checks payable to 

the American Heart Association 
 

 

The Zoo Crew has arrived at our School!!!! (See envelope for details) 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me.  We are looking forward to having lots of fun! 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Chuck Payne - Jump Rope for Heart Coordinator 
                                                                                                                                                  

         

 



NEXT MONTH’S TRAILBLAZER DEADLINE 
 

The deadline for submitting articles for the next 
issue is 5:00pm on Wednesday, February 22nd. 

Email articles to Katie McLean-Campbell at 
katie.mcleancampbell@gmail.com. 

Thursday, March 2nd  

6:30 PM 

Broken Arrow Library 
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2016-17 Broken Arrow PTA Executive Board 

 

President 

Jennifer Huddleston 
jhuddle@everestkc.net • 913-645-5221 

  

President Elect 
Sarah Koenig 

sarahkoenig27@gmail.com  • 913-752-7085 
  

Treasurer 
Sherri Laws 

neilandsherri@kc.rr.com • 913-631-3315 
   

Treasurer Elect 
Stefanie Forbes 

stefanieforbes@smsd.org • 913-888-6072 
   

VP Community Services 
Wallace Smith 

wallace@journey-shawnee.org • 913-744-4937 
   

VP Education 
Kelli Unruh 

kelliunruh@hotmail.com • 913-940-4662 
  

Secretary 
Martin Koenig 

martin.koenig@gmail.com • 913-231-0542 
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