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   Principal’s Message 

 
As we begin a new year, we have an opportunity to reflect upon our accomplishments 
and look forward to what lies ahead. The students have been busy taking their winter 
assessments. We have started looking at the results from the assessments and we 
are very pleased to report that most of the growth reports are very positive. I am also 
very pleased that our students are taking increasing levels of ownership and interest 
in their performance and test results. Student ownership of their own learning is one of 
the most powerful factors when it comes to student achievement. I am pleased that our efforts to have our students 
set and track their learning goals are paying off. We are asking all parents to join us in celebrating growth and 
student learning to help all students feel encouraged and valued as they continue their academic journey.   
 
Let’s work together to make 2018 the year where celebration around improvement and goal setting become the 
norm and a year where each and every child knows they have a caring adult cheering them on!    
 

Mike Brewer, Principal 

Broken Arrow Elementary School 

Shawnee Mission School District  

Broken Arrow  

Elementary School 

 

  5901 Alden 
  Shawnee, Kansas 66216 
  http://brokenarrow.smsd.org 
  913-993-2300 (Office) 
  913-993-2388 (Attendance Line) 
  Principal — Mr. Michael Brewer 
 
  REGULAR SCHOOL HOURS 
  Breakfast     7:40am-8:00am 
  School Hours    8:10am-3:10pm 
  Office     7:30am-4:00pm 

 

REMINDER 
 

 Wednesday, Jan. 3rd 
NO SCHOOL / OFFICE OPEN 

Teacher Workday 
 

Thursday, Jan. 4th 
School Resumes / Start of 3rd Qtr. 

 
Monday, Jan. 15th 

NO SCHOOL / OFFICE CLOSED 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

 
Tuesday, Jan. 16th 

NO SCHOOL / OFFICE OPEN 
Teacher Professional Development Day 

http://brokenarrow.smsd.org
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JANUARY 2018 

Mon • Jan 1   NO SCHOOL / OFFICE CLOSED/ WINTER BREAK 

Tue • Jan 2   NO SCHOOL / OFFICE CLOSED/ WINTER BREAK 

Wed • Jan 3   NO SCHOOL / Office is open; Teacher Workday 

Thur • Jan 4 8:10 am Beginning of 3rd Quarter – School Starts 

Fri • Jan 5 7:05 am Math Club 

      

Wed • Jan 10 4:00 pm Mathletics at Ray Marsh Elementary 

Thur • Jan 11 6:30 pm PTA Meeting 

      

Mon • Jan 15   NO SCHOOL – Martin Luther King Day 

Tues • Jan 16   NO SCHOOL – Teacher Prof. Development Day 

Fri • Jan 19 7:05 am Math Club 

      

Wed • Jan 24 7:00 pm Orchestra Concert at SMNW 

Thur • Jan 25 7:00 pm Band Concert at SMNW 

Fri • Jan 26 6:30 pm PTA Family Movie Night 

Sat • Jan 27   Johnson County Spelling Bee at Indian Woods M.S. 

FEBRUARY 2018 

Thur • Feb 1   Evening Parent Conferences 

      

Thur • Feb 8 6:00 pm PTA Skate City Event 

      

Mon • Feb 19   NO SCHOOL/ OFFICE CLOSED – President’s Day 

Tue • Feb 20   NO SCHOOL – Professional Learning Day 

Wed • Feb 21 9:00 am 2nd Grade Field Trip – Theatre for Young America 

Wed • Feb 21 4:00 pm Mathletics at Ray Marsh - Regionals 



 

Attendance Line 

913-993-2388 

 
To report an absence or illness, please notify the 

office. This ensures the safety and correct  
attendance record for your student. Please state 

your child’s name, teacher’s name, date of  
absence, and reason for the absence. 

  Broken Arrow School News  

3 

ATTENTION: VISITORS 

 

ALL VISITORS & PARENTS MUST SIGN IN 
AND WEAR A BADGE 

 

Please refrain from making unnecessary trips to 
classrooms. Please leave items in the office for 
students to pick up, and contact the teacher to 

schedule a visit.  Thank you! 

Thursday, January 11th  
6:30 PM 

Broken Arrow Library 

 

 

 WINTER RECESS POLICY  

 

 

The SMSD district recess policy is that all students will go outside if the regular 
temp is above 15 degrees and the wind chill is above 0. We will not allow students 
to stay indoors for recess unless they have a documented health condition and a 
note from a healthcare provider (doctor or nurse practitioner) stating the student 
must stay inside for recess. A note from a parent is not adequate. Please make sure 
your student has proper outdoor attire: coat, hat and gloves during the winter 
months.  

 

 

 

La política del recreo del distrito SMSD es que todos los estudiantes irán afuera si la temperatura normal está 

por encima de 15 grados y vientos son superior a 0. No permitiremos que los estudiantes permanezcan dentro 

del edificio a la hora del recreo a menos de que tengan una condición de salud documentada y nota de un  

médico (médico, enfermera o profesional) indicando que el estudiante debe permanecer dentro a la hora del 

recreo. Una nota de los padres no es suficiente. Por favor, asegúrese de que su estudiante tenga una  

vestimenta apropiada al aire libre: abrigos, gorros y guantes durante los meses del invierno.  
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Nurse’s Notes 

 

 
To my BA Family – I have some exciting news to share that is bittersweet as well. My husband is being 
relocated by his firm to oversee a project in Honolulu, HI – that’s the exciting part! Since that’s too far 
to commute, I will be moving with him and leaving BA – that’s the tough part. This is my fifth year here 
in the BA nurse’s office – thank you so much for allowing me to work with and take care of your  
children! I will surely miss them all! 
 
I will be able to orient the nurse coming to BA the first week of January … Jamie Knight is a dear friend 

of mine and a wonderful, caring nurse. She’s been at Tomahawk the last 5 ½ years. She will miss her 

students and staff there for sure but is excited about her much shorter commute! 

 

 

 
 

Head Lice 
 

As the weather turns colder, we typically see an increase in cases of head lice. 
Please check your student on a weekly basis for the signs of head lice (head scratching, sores on the 
scalp, live lice, nits). If your child has a case of head lice, contact your health care provider for treatment 
recommendations. Be sure to wash and dry bedding, blankets, and pillows; bag stuffed animals; and, 
vacuum car seats and sofas. Encourage your student to not share brushes/combs, head wear, scarfs, 
coats, etc.  
 
Just an FYI …. SMSD Health Services, in consultation with the JCHD, does not recommend the practice of 
screening whole classrooms of children or routinely sending contagion notices home, particularly for  
isolated cases. Notices of contagious illnesses will be provided by school nurses when recommended by 
JCHD, if there is a cluster of cases in a particular classroom or grade, when it is in the best health inter-
est of the group, or if the nurse is concerned about a particular illness throughout the building. As re-
quired by law, student privacy, as well as the family’s right to confidentiality, will be maintained. In 
keeping with the SMSD goal to leave a smaller paper footprint, parents may be notified of particular ill-
nesses through the school or nurse newsletter, or web page rather than paper.   

 

 

Julie Johnston, School Nurse 
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    FLU SEASON 
 
 
Flu season is here! The following is a great reference for parents when deciding wheth-
er to keep their child home from school: 
 

The symptoms of influenza (flu) include: fever, cough, and a sore throat. They can also include body 
aches, headache, chills, and feeling tired. Some people also have diarrhea and vomiting. The most  
important thing that you can do to keep flu from spreading in the community is to keep your sick stu-
dent at home. Use the following checklist to help decide if you or someone in your family may have in-
fluenza-like illness: 
 
 

___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have a fever of 100 degrees or higher? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have vomiting or diarrhea? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have a cough? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have a sore throat? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have a headache? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have body aches? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have chills? 

 
 
SHOULD I KEEP MY STUDENT HOME? 
 

• If you checked yes to fever of 100 degrees or higher and one or more of the other symptoms, your 
student has an influenza-like illness. Keep your student home until they have been fever free 
WITHOUT the use of fever reducing medications and both vomit and diarrhea free for 24 
hours or until your student is completely well for a full day, whichever is longer. Even 
though your student is feeling better, they still can pass the virus to other people. 
 

• If you checked “yes” to one or more of the questions above and your student does not have a  
fever, or if your student is ill with other symptoms, keep your student at home at least one day to 
observe for other symptoms. If other symptoms develop, use the checklist questions again to  
decide whether to continue to keep the student home. Send your student back to school after he or 
she has been completely well for 24 hours. 

 
 
WHAT SHOULD I TELL MY STUDENT’S SCHOOL? 
 

• If you checked “yes” for fever AND one of the other symptoms, tell your student’s attendance office 
that your student is home with influenza-like illness and specify which symptoms they are  
experiencing. 
 

If your student has been diagnosed by a healthcare provider with a different illness, such as strep 

throat, tell your student’s attendance office and follow your healthcare provider’s recommendation along 

with  school guidelines for when they can return to school. 
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Here are some helpful tips to decide if your child 

has the flu or just a common cold: 
 

 

  What Are the Symptoms of the Flu? 
With the flu, you may feel very weak and fatigued for up to two or three weeks. You'll have 
muscle aches and periods of chills and sweats as fever comes and goes. You may also 
have a stuffy or runny nose, headache, and sore throat. 

 

Can I Compare Flu and Cold Symptoms? 
Yes. The following chart can help you compare flu symptoms with cold symptoms. Use it to learn the 
differences and similarities between flu and cold symptoms. Then, if you get flu symptoms, call your 
doctor and ask about an antiviral drug. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julie Johnston, School Nurse 

Symptoms Cold Flu 

Fever Rare 
Characteristic, high (100-102 
degrees F); lasts three to four 
days 

Headache Rare Prominent 

General Aches, 
Pains 

Slight Usual; often severe 

Fatigue, 
Weakness 

Quite mild 
Can last up to two to three 
weeks 

Extreme 
Exhaustion 

Never Early and prominent 

Stuffy Nose Common Sometimes 

Sneezing Usual Sometimes 

Sore Throat Common Sometimes 

Chest Discomfort, 
Cough 

Mild to moderate; 
hacking cough 

Common; can become severe 

Complications 
Sinus congestion 
or earache 

Bronchitis, pneumonia; can be 

 Prevention Good hygiene Annual flu shot or FluMist 

 Treatment 

Only temporary 
relief  
of symptoms 

Antiviral drugs (Tamiflu or 
Relenza) within 24-48 hours of 
onset 

http://children.webmd.com/tc/fever-age-4-and-older-topic-overview
http://www.webmd.com/migraines-headaches/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/cold-and-flu/tc/sore-throat-topic-overview
http://www.webmd.com/lung/tc/pneumonia-topic-overview
http://www.webmd.com/drugs/index-drugs.aspx
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News from the Art 

Room! 
I would like to recognize first grade student, Mason Ashford, and 
third grade student Angelyssa Vasquez, as December’s Student 
Artists of the Month. Their artwork was on display in the office 
for the entire month.   

 
Students have been putting so much magic into their artwork 
lately. The value (highlights and shadows) when they paint and 
color makes things look so real! 

 
 
Our sixth graders were given the job of Fashion Designer and had a 
fun Ugly Holiday or Winter Sweater Contest. These were on display for 
students and staff to vote. The winners were announced with the  
sing-a-long on the last day before winter break.  Congratulations to the 
winners: Madi Quaas, Anistyn Kempf, Braye Brown, and Kristin  
Thomas-Bird.   
 
We will bring in the New Year with Kindness, Acceptance of Others, 
and Peace in art classes. Stay tuned for our Kindness Rock Project! 
 

 

Tweet it out!  Follow me:  @PeaceLoveAndArt        
 
Mrs. Laura Porras, Art Teacher baporras@smsd.org  

Mark your calendar for the 

 

SMNW Area 
Strings and Orchestra Festival 

 

Wednesday, January 24, 2018 
7:00 p.m. at SMNW 

mailto:baporras@smsd.org
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Winner Announced for Spelling Bee! 
 

  

Congratulations to Adra Cress for becoming the 2018 School 
Spelling Bee Champion for Broken Arrow! Adra will be  
advancing to the Johnson County Spelling Bee on January 27, 
2018. Teddy Ohly is the alternate in the event the school  
champion cannot compete. Everyone at Broken Arrow wishes 
Adra the very best, and we know she will do a great job  
representing our school. 

 
Anxiety and Depression Group for Moms  

Beginning January 23, 2018 
at Broken Arrow 

 

This guided support group is for any mom who has experienced anything from baby  
blues to postpartum depression, anxiety, scary thoughts, bipolar or panic disorder, and 
everything in between. We will cover topics such as identity, grief, and skills for wellness 

as well as provide practical tools, resources and soul care.  
 

TIME: 6:30-8:00 pm  
DATES: January 23 and 30, February 6, 13 and 27, and March 6 
PLACE: Broken Arrow Elementary School  

 
Childcare and Dinner (for mom and kids) will be provided.   

 
To learn more or to sign up visit ChristCommunityKC.org/Brokenarrow 
 
Sponsored by:  

Broken Arrow Caring for Kids Team and Christ Community Church  
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2017-18 Broken Arrow PTA Executive Board 
 

President 

Sarah Koenig 
sarahkoenig27@gmail.com   • 913.752.7085 

  

President Elect 
Stephanie Markwell 

slmarkwell1123@gmail.com  • 913.235.0804 
  

Treasurer 
Stefanie Forbes 

stefanieforbes@smsd.org  • 913.484.0488 
   

Treasurer Elect 
Johann Ohly 

johannohly@yahoo.com  • 417.763.1331 
   

VP Community Services 
Sarah Alberico 

sarahalberico18@gmail.com  • 913.744.9866 
   

VP Education 
Kelli Unruh 

kelliunruh@hotmail.com  • 913.940.4662 
  

Secretary 
Anna Ohly 

annaandoscar@yahoo.com  • 417.693.3239 

mailto:jhuddle@everestkc.net
mailto:sarahkoenig27@gmail.com
mailto:stefanieforbes@smsd.org
mailto:wallace@journey-shawnee.org
mailto:kelliunruh@hotmail.com

