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Principal’s Report 

 
If you recall, last month I wrote about how parents and teachers can use Khan Academy to help students develop 
foundational math skills. I am pleased to report that we have seen many additional students beginning to use this powerful 
resources on a weekly basis. This month, I want to revisit the topic of reading since reading is the academic skill that is 
foundational for all other learning.   
 
As the end of second semester is in sight, I have been studying student achievement data to assess where Broken Arrow 
stands when it comes to achieving the goals we have set for this year. One of the goals we have set is for all students to be at 
or above grade level in their reading ability by the end of third grade. We have seen gains in our reading scores over the past 
few years, but we still have far too many students who are not currently reading at grade level. As I write this article we have 
81 students (30 percent) who are reading below the 25th percentile as measured by the STAR Reading Assessment.   
 
As I spent part of the Thanksgiving Break to look at student reading scores, it hit me that every score has a story behind it.  
We will be working to study these stories to help us know how we can best help all our students become proficient readers.  
We are on a mission to help all students “find their voice” by equipping them with the academic and social skills they need to 
be able to achieve the dreams and aspirations they have for their life.   
 
Please join us in this call to action as we help ensure all of our Trailblazers are reading every night. This is the number one 
way to improve reading skills and expand our children’s vocabulary. This will certainly help them “find their voice” as they 
move toward adulthood.   
 
Thank you for all you do for Broken Arrow and our students!  Go Trailblazers!!! 

 

Mike Brewer, Principal 

Broken Arrow Elementary School 

  Shawnee Mission School District 

  Broken Arrow Elementary School 

 
  5901 Alden 
  Shawnee, Kansas 66216 
  http://brokenarrow.smsd.org 
  913-993-2300 (Office) 
  913-993-2388 (Attendance Line) 
  Principal — Mr. Michael Brewer 

 
  REGULAR SCHOOL HOURS 
  Breakfast 7:40am-8:00am 
  School Hours 8:10am-3:10pm 
  Office 7:30am-4:00pm 

 

REMINDER 
 

 Wednesday, Dec. 21st 
Early Dismissal at 12:30 p.m. K-6 

NO SCHOOL  **Pre-K ONLY** 
 

Thurs, Dec 22nd to Mon, Jan 2nd 
NO SCHOOL/OFFICE CLOSED 

Winter Break 
 

Tuesday, Jan 3rd 
NO SCHOOL/Teacher Workday 

 
Wednesday, Jan 4th 

School Resumes 

http://brokenarrow.smsd.org


 

CALENDAR 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

*  indicates a PTA sponsored activity 
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DECEMBER 2016 

Date Time Event   

Tuesday Dec 6 5th & 6th Grade Strings Concert at Trailridge 7:00 pm 

Wednesday Dec 7 Mathletics at Broken Arrow 4:00 – 5:00 pm 

Thursday Dec 8 Trailridge Band Demonstration 2:00 pm 

Thursday Dec 8 Student Council Meeting 3:10 – 4:00 pm 

Thursday Dec 8 PTA Pancake Dinner* 5:30 – 7:00 pm 

Thursday Dec 15 Math Club 7:10 am 

Wednesday Dec 21 Early Dismissal / Teacher Workday 12:30 pm 

Wednesday Dec 21 NO SCHOOL – PRE-KINDERGARTEN ONLY   

Wednesday Dec 21 
Winter Parties (Parties will take place prior to 
lunch) 

  

Wednesday Dec 21 PBIS Assembly 8:30 am 

Thur – Mon   WINTER BREAK • Dec 22 – Jan 2   

        

JANUARY 2017 

Date Time Event   

Tuesday Jan 3 NO SCHOOL / Teacher Workday   

Wednesday Jan 4 SCHOOL RESUMES / Beginning of 3rd Qtr   

Wednesday Jan 11 Class Photos 1:15 pm 

Wednesday Jan 11 Mathletics at Ray Marsh 4:00 – 5:00 pm 

Thursday Jan 12 Math Club 7:10 am 

Thursday Jan 12 Student Council Meeting 3:10 – 4:00 pm 

Thursday Jan 12 PTA Meeting – Library* 6:30 – 7:30 pm 

Friday Jan 13 NO SCHOOL / Professional Development Day All Day 

Monday Jan 16 
NO SCHOOL / OFFICE CLOSED – Martin Luther 
King Day 

  

Thursday Jan 26 Math Club 7:10 am 

Thursday Jan 26 NW Area Band Festival 7:00 pm 

Friday Jan 27 NO SCHOOL / Professional Learning/Workday   

    



Attendance Line 

913-993-2388 

 
To report an absence or illness, please notify the 

office. This ensures the safety and correct  
attendance record for your student. Please state 

your child’s name, teacher’s name, date of  
absence, and reason for the absence. 
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ATTENTION: VISITORS 

 

ALL VISITORS & PARENTS MUST SIGN IN 
AND WEAR A BADGE 

 

Please refrain from making unnecessary trips to 
classrooms. Please leave items in the office for 
students to pick up, and contact the teacher to 

schedule a visit.  Thank you! 

 

 Holiday Assistance  

 

Although it may not seem like it, the holidays are quickly approaching.  Every year there are many struggling families who are working 
hard to raise their families. The task of providing basic needs such as food and shelter simply leaves nothing extra for additional things 
such as Christmas gifts. Christmas can be a very stressful time for some families. We would very much like to help provide a Christmas 
for these families. If your family is in need of some assistance for the holiday season this year, we would like to help connect you with 
local resources. 
 
Area agencies that may be contacted for holiday assistance:  
 

  Jo Co Christmas Bureau     913.341.4342 
  Salvation Army      913.782.3640 
  Johnson Co Multi-Service Agency    913.715.8970 
  Shawnee Community Services    913.268.7746 
  Catholic Charities     913.384.6608 
  Your own church or an area church 

 
If you have tried to obtain holiday assistance through the above agencies with no luck, please feel free to contact our school nurse, Julie 
Johnston or school Social Worker, Tina Lipari.  We would be happy to assist you in finding resources this holiday season. 
 
Tina Lipari, School Social Worker 
Julie Johnston, School Nurse 
913.993.2302 

 

It’s in the Mail!  
 

The Trailblazer Postal System is up and 
running and we are looking for donations of 
envelopes for the students to mail their  

letters. If you have any you would like to 
donate, just drop them by the office or send 
them in with your child. 

 
Thank you! 

The Trailblazer Postmaster 
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Nurse’s Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

Your help is requested to track absences due to  
Illness. 
 

School nurses are responsible for tracking absences daily with regards to 

ill students and then also reporting trends to the Johnson County Health 
Department. We are requesting your assistance in collecting accurate  
information. When calling in for your ill student, please also give a brief 

description of the symptoms that are occurring (fever, sore throat,  
stomach, vomiting, headache, injury, etc.). This information will allow the nurses to correctly 
document possible illness trends within our schools and also identify appropriate measures 

to help ensure that we are keeping our students healthy! As always, please feel free to  
contact building nurses with any questions or concerns you may have.  

 
 
 

Head Lice 
 

As the weather turns colder, we typically see an increase in cases of 
head lice. Please check your student on a weekly basis for the signs 
of head lice (head scratching, sores on the scalp, live lice, nits). If your 

child has a case of head lice, contact your health care provider for  
treatment recommendations. Be sure to wash and dry bedding,  

blankets, and pillows; bag stuffed animals; and, vacuum car seats and 
sofas. Encourage your student to not share brushes/combs, head wear, 
scarfs, coats, etc.  

 
Just an FYI …. SMSD Health Services, in consultation with the JCHD, does not recommend 
the practice of screening whole classrooms of children or routinely sending contagion notices 

home, particularly for isolated cases. Notices of contagious illnesses will be provided by 
school nurses when recommended by JCHD, if there is a cluster of cases in a particular 

classroom or grade, when it is in the best health interest of the group, or if the nurse is  
concerned about a particular illness throughout the building. As required by law, student 
privacy, as well as the family’s right to confidentiality, will be maintained. In keeping with the 

SMSD goal to leave a smaller paper footprint, parents may be notified of particular illnesses 
through the school or nurse newsletter, or web page rather than paper.   

 

 

Julie Johnston, School Nurse 
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    FLU SEASON 
 

 
Flu season is here! The following is a great reference for parents when deciding 
whether to keep their child home from school: 
 

The symptoms of influenza (flu) include: fever, cough, and a sore throat. They can also include body 
aches, headache, chills, and feeling tired. Some people also have diarrhea and vomiting. The most  
important thing that you can do to keep flu from spreading in the community is to keep your sick student 
at home. Use the following checklist to help decide if you or someone in your family may have 
influenza-like illness: 
 
 

___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have a fever of 100 degrees or higher? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have vomiting or diarrhea? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have a cough? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have a sore throat? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have a headache? 
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have body aches?  
___ Yes  ___ No    Does your student have chills? 

 
 
SHOULD I KEEP MY STUDENT HOME? 
 

 If you checked yes to fever of 100 degrees or higher and one or more of the other symptoms, your 
student has an influenza-like illness. Keep your student home until they have been fever free 
WITHOUT the use of fever reducing medications and both vomit and diarrhea free for 24 
hours or until your student is completely well for a full day, whichever is longer. Even 
though your student is feeling better, they still can pass the virus to other people. 
 

 If you checked “yes” to one or more of the questions above and your student does not have a  
fever, or if your student is ill with other symptoms, keep your student at home at least one day to 
observe for other symptoms. If other symptoms develop, use the checklist questions again to  
decide whether to continue to keep the student home. Send your student back to school after he or 
she has been completely well for 24 hours. 

 
 
WHAT SHOULD I TELL MY STUDENT’S SCHOOL? 
 

 If you checked “yes” for fever AND one of the other symptoms, tell your student’s attendance office 
that your student is home with influenza-like illness and specify which symptoms they are  
experiencing. 
 

If your student has been diagnosed by a healthcare provider with a different illness, such as strep 

throat, tell your student’s attendance office and follow your healthcare provider’s recommendation along 

with  school guidelines for when they can return to school. 
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  Did you know…? 
 
Do you know ways to keep you and your family healthy during the holiday season?  
Please follow these 4 basic food safety steps to reduce the risk of foodborne illness: Clean, 
Separate, Cook, and Chill. 
 
Clean 

 Hand washing is one of the best ways to prevent the spread of foodborne illness. Remember to wash your 
hands with soap and water for 20 seconds before and after handling food. 

 Wash all kitchen counters, dishes, and utensils with hot soapy water. 
Separate 

 Prevent cross-contamination by keeping raw meat, poultry, seafood and eggs separate from all other 
foods. 

 Designate one cutting board for fresh produce and another for raw meat, poultry, seafood, and eggs. 
Cook 

 Use a food thermometer to ensure your foods have been cooked to the proper minimum internal  
temperature. 

 Keep food at 140° F or above after cooking. 
 Microwave food thoroughly to 165° F. 

Chill 
 Refrigerate perishable foods within 2 hours.  Remember to store leftovers within 2 hours as well. 
 Know when to throw food out.  When in doubt, throw it out. 
 

Don’t forget – if your child receives free or reduced meals, they are eligible for one breakfast and one lunch per 
day as part of this benefit.  All breakfast and lunch meal choices are available for all students regardless of eligi-
bility status.  
 
The school breakfast menus, lunch menus, and other nutrition information are available on the district’s 
website at http://foodservices.smsd.org. 

 

 

Music Happenings 

 
 

4th grade has begun learning to play the recorder in preparation for their Link Up Concert 

with the Kansas City Symphony in the spring. Students who have returned their permission 

slips and money have received their recorders and books. 

Please remember to have your 4th grader bring their recorder to 

school on music days. Those days are a B day for Mrs. Izard 

and a D day for Mrs. Stevens. 

 
 
 

http://foodservices.smsd.org
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Muffins with Moms is Coming! 
 

  We are looking for some parents to help us plan and host a 

  new event this year called “Muffins with Mom”.  Stephanie  

  Markwell has agreed to lead the group.  If you are 

  interested in helping Stephanie plan, please contact her at   

  slmarkwell1123@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pancake Dinner -- Meet Santa! 
Thursday, 12/8/2016 -- 5:30 to 7pm 

 
 

The fabulous Chris Cakes will set up shop and serve pancakes and sausage!! Great family 
time and easy way to plan dinner! Order form will be coming home after Thanksgiving.  

Pay in advance for better savings!! (No charge for Santa, of course!!)  
 

*** 5th Grade Parents!! Your help is NEEDED!! *** 
 

Planning any event takes time and willing hands in order to run smoothly. If you can help 
serve at the pancake dinner or set-up/clean-up after the dinner, PLEASE 

call, text or email right away.  
 

Athena Thomas -- 913-406-1618 ... lafloral@lafloral.net 
Sherri Laws -- 913-558-8795 ... neilandsherri@kc.rr.com 
Carol Henson -- 913-322-6721 ... carolhkc@gmail.com  

 

tel:913-406-1618
mailto:lafloral@lafloral.net
tel:913-558-8795
mailto:neilandsherri@kc.rr.com
tel:913-322-6721
mailto:carolhkc@gmail.com
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2016-17 Broken Arrow PTA Executive Board 

 

President 

Jennifer Huddleston 
jhuddle@everestkc.net • 913-645-5221 

  

President Elect 
Sarah Koenig 

sarahkoenig27@gmail.com  • 913-752-7085 
  

Treasurer 
Sherri Laws 

neilandsherri@kc.rr.com • 913-631-3315 
   

Treasurer Elect 
Stefanie Forbes 

stefanieforbes@smsd.org • 913-888-6072 
   

VP Community Services 
Wallace Smith 

wallace@journey-shawnee.org • 913-744-4937 
   

VP Education 
Kelli Unruh 

kelliunruh@hotmail.com • 913-940-4662 
  

Secretary 
Martin Koenig 

martin.koenig@gmail.com • 913-231-0542 

mailto:jhuddle@everestkc.net
mailto:sarahkoenig27@gmail.com
mailto:neilandsherri@kc.rr.com
mailto:stefanieforbes@smsd.org
mailto:wallace@journey-shawnee.org
mailto:kelliunruh@hotmail.com

