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Principal’s Message 

It is hard to believe that 1st quarter has already come to an end.  As we look back to the first quarter, we have a lot to 
celebrate.  I want to thank everyone for all the teamwork that I see everyday at Broken Arrow.  An example of this teamwork is 
the parent-teacher conferences that have recently happened, and continue to happen, at Broken Arrow.  We have modified 
our conference format to allow for more flexibility when it comes to communicating with parents.   I welcome any feedback 
regarding our new conference format 
 
In addition to the great teamwork we have seen, we had a wonderful celebration at the end of the quarter to recognize our 
Trailblazers of the Quarter.  Congratulations to all our students who were selected to receive this special 
recognition.  Trailblazers of the Quarter are the students who are selected by the staff for consistently following the Broken 
Arrow expectations. 
 
During the Celebration Assembly, I challenged the students to work hard to continually improve their reading and math 
skills.  I announced our “Blast Off to Learning” program, which is an expanded version of our “Blast off to Reading” program 
we have had at Broken Arrow for the past two years.  Students who improve the most in Math and Reading, as measured by 
the MAP and STAR Assessments, will get to build a model rocket and launch it at the end of the year.  We will display the 
rockets in the display case for everyone to see. 
 
Last, but not least, we celebrate all the ways students go above and beyond what is expected.  One of the ways we recognize 
these students is by allowing them to earn Blazer Bucks that they can spend in the school store.  We will be opening our 
school store soon and we need as many things in the store as possible, which is where you can help us!  We are looking for 
new and used items that students like to purchase.  Items like hot wheels, small stuffed animals, pencils, and any cool trinkets 
are needed to allow our school store team to market and sell the items in exchange for Blazer Bucks.  If you have any items, 
please feel free to send them my way and label them “School Store Items.” 
 
Thanks for all you continue to do for Broken Arrow Elementary.  We are working to become an “uncommon school” that 
achieves “uncommon results.”  This takes collaboration and teamwork on levels.  Have a wonderful second quarter!  
 

Mike Brewer, Principal 

Broken Arrow Elementary School 

Shawnee Mission School District  

Broken Arrow  

Elementary School 

 

  5901 Alden 
  Shawnee, Kansas 66216 
  http://brokenarrow.smsd.org 
  913-993-2300 (Office) 
  913-993-2388 (Attendance Line) 
  Principal — Mr. Michael Brewer 
 
  REGULAR SCHOOL HOURS 
  Breakfast     7:40am-8:00am 
  School Hours    8:10am-3:10pm 
  Office     7:30am-4:00pm 

http://brokenarrow.smsd.org


 

NOVEMBER 2017 
Wed • Nov 1 4:00 – 5:00 pm Mathletics at Benninghoven 

Thu • Nov 2   Picture Re-Take Day 

Fri • Nov 3 6:30 pm PTA Family Movie Night – MPR 

      

Tue • Nov 7 7:00 pm 6th Grade Strings Concert at Benninghoven 

Wed • Nov 8 11:30 KC Civic Orchestra Trio Performs at BA 

Wed • Nov 8 5:30 pm Parenting with Love & Logic Class 

Thu • Nov 9 8:45 – 11:00 am 5th & 6th Grade Choral Festival Rehearsal at SMNW 

  7:00 pm SMNW Area Choral Festival – Auditorium 

Fri • Nov 10 7:05 am Math Club 

Fri • Nov 10 2:00 pm Native American Presentation – Grades 1 – 6 

      

Mon • Nov 13 9:00 am Kdg Field Trip to Wonderscope 

Thu • Nov 16 6:30 pm PTA Meeting 

      

Mon - Fri 
Nov 20 – 24 

  
NO SCHOOL – Thanksgiving Break 

      

Mon • Nov 27   PTA Reflections Entries Due 

Tue • Nov 28 6:00 pm PTA Holiday Ornaments Painting Party 

DECEMBER 2017 

Fri • Dec 1 7:05 am Math Club 

      

Mon • Dec 4 2:00 pm Trailridge Holiday Concert at Broken Arrow 

Tue • Dec 5 5:30 pm Site Council Meeting 

Wed • Dec 6 4:00 pm Mathletics at Broken Arrow 

      

Wed • Dec 13 5:30 pm Parenting with Love & Logic Class 

Fri • Dec 15 7:05 am Math Club 

      

Tue • Dec 19 1:30 pm Broken Arrow Choir, Strings & Band Holiday Concert 

Wed • Dec 20 12:30 pm EARLY RELEASE DAY 

Thu • Dec 21   NO SCHOOL / OFFICE CLOSED/ WINTER BREAK 

Fri • Dec 22   NO SCHOOL / OFFICE CLOSED / WINTER BREAK 

     

Mon – Fri 
Dec 25-29 

  
NO SCHOOL / OFFICE CLOSED / WINTER BREAK 

      

Mon • Jan 1   NO SCHOOL / OFFICE CLOSED/ WINTER BREAK 

Tue • Jan 2   NO SCHOOL / OFFICE CLOSED/ WINTER BREAK 

Wed • Jan 3   NO SCHOOL / Office is open; Teacher Workday 

Thu • Jan 4 8:10 am Beginning of 3rd Qtr – School Starts 



Attendance Line 

913-993-2388 

 
To report an absence or illness, please notify the 

office. This ensures the safety and correct  
attendance record for your student. Please state 

your child’s name, teacher’s name, date of  
absence, and reason for the absence. 
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ATTENTION: VISITORS 

 

ALL VISITORS & PARENTS MUST SIGN IN 
AND WEAR A BADGE 

 

Please refrain from making unnecessary trips to 
classrooms. Please leave items in the office for 
students to pick up, and contact the teacher to 

schedule a visit.  Thank you! 

  
 Holiday Ornament 
    Painting Party 

 
WHEN: TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28TH 
  6:00-8:30PM 
 
WHERE: MULTIPURPOSE ROOM (MPR) 
 
WHAT: Ceramic Café is bringing over 20 styles of easy-to-paint ceramic clay holiday ornaments. 
All supplies (including paints that wash out of clothes easily) will be provided. 
 
COST:  $10 EACH ORNAMENT (cash and credit card accepted) 

($1.50 from each ornament will be donated to Broken Arrow PTA) 
 
*Final sales at 7:45pm in order to finish by 8:30pm 

 

Kick off your Holiday Season 
by creating a wonderful family memory/masterpiece! 

Picture  

Retakes! 
 

A quick reminder that Thursday, November 
2nd, is Picture Retake Day. If you are  
wanting your student to have picture  

re-takes, please remember to bring in their 
original picture packet. The photographer 

will not re-take pictures without the  
packet.  
 

Students who were absent on picture day or 
are new to Broken Arrow since picture day 
will also have their  

portrait taken for the 
yearbook. 
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Nurse’s Notes 

 

 

 Hearing and Vision Screenings   

Testing is complete for the 2017-2018 school year. Parents, if your student failed the screenings here at school, 
you should have already received a letter from the nurse about the need for further testing. There are good  
resources to help families who are struggling financially and cannot afford the eye doctor appointment or cost of 
glasses. Call Mrs. Johnston, BA School Nurse at 913-993-2302 for more information.       

 
 

   Head Lice 
As the weather turns colder, we typically see an increase in cases of head lice. Please 
check your student on a weekly basis for the signs of head lice (head scratching, sores 
on the scalp, live lice, nits). If your child has a case of head lice, contact your health 
care provider for treatment recommendations. Be sure to wash and dry bedding,  
blankets, and pillows, bag stuffed animals, vacuum car seats, sofas.  Encourage your 
student to not share brushes/combs, head wear, scarfs, coats, etc.  
 

Just an FYI … SMSD Health Services, in consultation with the JCHD, does not recommend the practice of 
screening whole classrooms of children or routinely sending contagion notices home, particularly for isolated 
cases.  Notices of contagious illnesses will be provided by school nurses when recommended by JCHD, if there 
is a cluster of cases in a particular classroom or grade, when it is in the best health interest of the group, or if the 
nurse is concerned about a particular illness throughout the building.  As required by law, student privacy as well 
as the family’s right to confidentiality, will be maintained. In keeping with the SMSD goal to leave a smaller paper 
footprint, parents may only be notified of particular illnesses via the school or nurse newsletter or the school web 
page.   
 
 
 

   Recess Policy 

The SMSD district recess policy is that all students will go outside if the regular temp is 
above 15 degrees and the wind chill is above 0.  We will not allow students to stay  
indoors for recess unless they have a documented health condition and note from a 
healthcare provider (doctor or nurse practitioner) stating the student must stay inside for 
recess. A note from a parent is not adequate.  Please make sure your student has proper 
outdoor attire: coat, hat and gloves during the winter months. 
 
 
 
La política del recreo del distrito SMSD es que todos los estudiantes irán afuera si la temperatura normal está 
por encima de 15 grados y vientos son superior a 0. No permitiremos que los estudiantes permanezcan dentro 
del edificio a la hora del recreo a menos de que tengan una condición de salud documentada y nota de un  
médico (médico, enfermera o profesional) indicando que el estudiante debe permanecer dentro a la hora del  
recreo. Una nota de los padres no es suficiente. Por favor, asegúrese de que su estudiante tenga una  
vestimenta apropiada al aire libre: abrigos, gorros y guantes durante los meses del invierno.  
 
 

Julie Johnston, School Nurse 
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  Did you know…? 
 

Did you know some ways you can help encourage healthy meals for your  

student?   

 

• Explore – Encourage your child to try new foods at home and school.  

• Encourage breakfast – Breakfast fuels learning. School Breakfast is available at all 

schools. No advance registration necessary! All students are welcome every day! 

• Know the options – Schools offer a variety of selections at meals. Talk with your child 

about healthy choices. 

• Encourage good nutrition – Encourage your child to take and eat the fruits, vegetables, 

whole grains, lean proteins, and low-fat milk offered in school meals. 

• Taste for yourself – Take time to visit your child at school and enjoy a nutritious school 

meal. 

• Be a healthy role model – Eat a wide variety of healthy foods with your children. 

 

Don’t forget – if your child receives free or reduced meals, they are eligible for one breakfast 

and one lunch per day as part of this benefit.  All breakfast and lunch meal choices are avail-

able for all students regardless of eligibility status.  

 
The school breakfast menus, lunch menus, and other nutrition information are available on the 

district’s website at http://foodservices.smsd.org. 

Music Happenings 
 
The Halloween Assembly was tons of fun! The choir led the students in singing some favorite  
Halloween songs, and each grade level had the opportunity to share a special song with the rest of 
the school. It has been quite busy for the Trailblazer choir members as they will also perform in the 
Northwest Area Choral Festival on Thursday, November 9 at 7:00pm. This concert includes all 
Northwest area elementary choirs as well as choirs from Trailridge and 
Northwest.  It’s always great to see former Trailblazers! 
 
4th grade parents — be on the lookout for information about recorders! We 
will be partnering up with the KC Symphony again to perform in the new 
Link Up program called “The Orchestra Swings.” Students will learn to play 
the recorder with lots of fun swing, blues, and jazz music. This is the first 
time this program has been performed in Kansas City, and I am really  
looking forward to it. 
 
If you ever have questions about what is going on in music, don’t hesitate 
to ask. 
 

Lorinda James 

Music Teacher 

http://foodservices.smsd.org


 

Thanksgiving Meal Assistance 2017 
 

 

Catholic Charities Thanksgiving Turkeys:  

• Sign-Ups are 10/30-11/1/2017 

• Location is by zip code: 66216 & 66217 go to the Overland 

Park location 

• 913-384-6608 

• * You must sign up during the above dates to receive a  

turkey — First Come First Served 

• Please bring:  

 Photo ID  
 Current Utility Bill as proof of Johnson County residency 

 

Village Presbyterian Church Food/Clothing Pantry 

• Tillotson Building, 9960 Mission Road, Overland Park, KS 66207  

• To apply, call the Pantry at 913-671-2315 between 9:30-10:30 am Friday mornings  

• Hours of Operation are: Monday-Friday, 10 am-2:30 pm and  

Saturday, 9:30-11:30 am 
 

Hope Chest Food/Clothing Pantry at Valley View Methodist Church 

• 8412 W. 95th Street, Overland Park, KS 66212 

• 913-642-4400 

• Open Mondays 9:00 am – 12:00 pm and Wednesdays 6:00 -8:00 pm 

• Please bring a current photo ID and this month’s utility bill displaying your current 

address 

 

Atonement Lutheran Church Turkey Eve 2017 

• 9948 Metcalf Avenue, Overland Park, KS  66212 

• Wednesday, November 22nd, from 5:30-7:30pm  

• 913-648-0595 

• http://www.atoneluth.org/turkey-eve-meal-on-metcalf 

• Watch for more details! 

 
Shawnee Community Services 

• Sign-ups for a November Pantry Box are 11/7 1:00-4:00pm only 

• Sign up is required in person at 11110 W. 67th St.  Shawnee, KS  66203 

• 913-268-7746 

• Food boxes will be distributed Saturday 11/18 by appointment only.   

• When sign up is completed 11/7, you will receive your appointment time. 
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News from the Art Room! 
 

 
Creativity is blowing around like leaves on an Autumn day! We have students who are painting, drawing, 
creating digital artwork on their iPads, and even drawing with scissors!   
 
I would like to recognize second grade student Hadley Rowell and fourth grade student Piper Roesler as 
October’s Student Artists of the Month.  Their artwork was on display in the office for the entire month.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are you on Artsonia? Grades 3-6 upload their own work as they finish 
during art class. I upload K-2 so you can see what they’re doing. New to 
Artsonia? Check us out!  Artsonia is a GREAT way to connect with 
grandparents and other relatives! Artsonia is a free, online art museum  
that holds your student’s art portfolio through the years. You can even 
order collectables, if you wish. Be on the lookout for holiday gift giving  
possibilities. Any collectibles ordered through Artsonia directly helps the  
Art Room! https://www.artsonia.com/schools/school.asp?id=18756  
 
 
Tweet it out!  Follow me:  @PeaceLoveAndArt        
 
Mrs. Laura Porras, Art Teacher baporras@smsd.org  
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NEXT MONTH’S TRAILBLAZER DEADLINE 
 

The deadline for submitting articles for the next 
issue is 5:00pm on Wednesday, November 29th. 

Email articles to Katie McLean-Campbell at 
katie.mcleancampbell@gmail.com. 
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Thursday, November 16th  
6:30 PM 

Broken Arrow Library 

 

 Box Tops at Broken Arrow  

 – Way to go Trailblazers! 

 
 FIRST MONTH TOTAL: 2,167!!! 
 

• We did a tremendous job the first month with our new Box Top system in place.  
• A huge THANK YOU to the volunteers who helped to sort, trim, and count for 

each class.  
• Please continue to bring them in. Our next gathering will be Thursday, November 

30th! 
 
How can you help?  

• Send in Box Tops! Look for them on your favorite products at the store, including 
cereals, fruit snacks, and even office supplies. 

• Trim Box Tops around the dotted line and check for current expiration dates.  
• Go to http://www.boxtops4education.com and shop online to earn on products 

you’d be ordering anyway! 

http://www.boxtops4education.com
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Shop using this link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-1084629 and  
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to Broken Arrow Elementary.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-1084629


  Broken Arrow PTA Committee Reports  

12 

 



  Broken Arrow PTA Committee Reports  

13 

 

PTA Membership 
 
 

National PTA Mission: to make every child’s potential a reality by engaging and empowering families 
and communities to advocate for all children 
 
Q: Who can join Broken Arrow PTA? 
A: Anyone who wishes to support the Broken Arrow community: Moms AND Dads, Grandparents, 
Aunts, Uncles, Teachers, Neighbors and Community Members. 
 
Q: Why join Broken Arrow PTA? 
A: Joining PTA gives your support to the Broken Arrow community and PTA programs and purposes. It 
also gives you the opportunity to stay connected to the school community and other parents. 
 
Q: What is required of me if I join Broken Arrow PTA? 
A: Broken Arrow PTA has no participation requirements of its members. 
 

To sign up for PTA Membership (and Birthday Billboard or Direct Donation), please use the PTA Mem-
bership Form that was sent home or find it on the Broken Arrow PTA website: 
www.brokenarrowpta.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/brokenarrowpta/  

Visit our website: www.brokenarrowpta.org  

http://www.brokenarrowpta.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/brokenarrowpta/
http://www.brokenarrowpta.org
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2017-18 Broken Arrow PTA Executive Board 
 

President 

Sarah Koenig 
sarahkoenig27@gmail.com   • 913.752.7085 

  

President Elect 
Stephanie Markwell 

slmarkwell1123@gmail.com  • 913.235.0804 
  

Treasurer 
Stefanie Forbes 

stefanieforbes@smsd.org  • 913.484.0488 
   

Treasurer Elect 
Johann Ohly 

johannohly@yahoo.com  • 417.763.1331 
   

VP Community Services 
Sarah Alberico 

sarahalberico18@gmail.com  • 913.744.9866 
   

VP Education 
Kelli Unruh 

kelliunruh@hotmail.com  • 913.940.4662 
  

Secretary 
Anna Ohly 

annaandoscar@yahoo.com  • 417.693.3239 

mailto:jhuddle@everestkc.net
mailto:sarahkoenig27@gmail.com
mailto:stefanieforbes@smsd.org
mailto:wallace@journey-shawnee.org
mailto:kelliunruh@hotmail.com

