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Principal’s Message

| hope everyone has had a great summer and a smooth start to the school year. As | begin my 29t year as an educator, | am always
excited about the start of a new school year, but this year begins with an even higher level of anticipation than usual.

| am excited that we are starting to build upon the foundation we have built at Broken Arrow. We are getting increasingly effective at
differentiating instruction to meet each of our learner’s unique needs. The powerful technology tools that we have available to each
student has helped us tremendously in this journey.

Our motto at Broken Arrow is “Uncommon Excellence...United in Learning” and we are well on our way to becoming an “uncommon
school” by doing the extra things that will help each of our students achieve at the highest level possible. We are honing our instruction
with a laser-like focus through collaboration and collective study of student achievement data.

The teachers meet every Tuesday during their planning period to come together in their Professional Learning Communities (PLC’s) to
collectively plan and problem-solve. This is a strategy that has proven to be successful throughout our nation and Broken Arrow is
charting the course for Shawnee Mission when it comes to fully implementing PLC’s in our district. When teachers collaborate around
student needs, children win big time! You will see more student achievement data and indicators of learning come home than ever
before. Please help us celebrate success as you see your child’s growth trends move in an upward direction. Kids get excited about
things that excite us.

Along with creating a culture of collaboration, we are also working to find ways to help students “find their voice” by expanding
opportunities for students to get involved in areas of leadership and study that excite them. We are planning some very exciting programs
and initiatives that will allow students to take on leadership roles in the school, while expanding authentic learning opportunities for our
students.

A few examples of what we are planning include a school garden, a school-wide postal system, a competition robotics team, Project Lead
the Way science and technology experiences, and many other opportunities. We are still looking for adults who might want to help
facilitate additional learning opportunities for students such as chess club, fish tank team, orienteering, computer programming, etc...
Please let me know if you have an area of expertise or passion that you want to share with the students and we will find a way to get the
ball rolling.

In closing, | hope you are as excited about the things that are happening at Broken Arrow as | am. The staff is stepping up in big ways as
we find new ways to engage our learners in a way that matches their learning style and interests. The saying that “relevance makes rigor
possible” is something we are taking seriously at Broken Arrow.

REMINDER

Mike Brewer, Principal
Broken Arrow Elementary School

Monday, Sept. 5th |
NO SCHOOL/OFFICE CLOSED

Shawnee Mission School District

Broken Arrow Elementary School Labor Day
5901 Alden Friday, Sept. 9th
Shawnee, Kansas 66216 NO SCHOOL
http://brokenarrow.smsd.org
913.993-2300 (Office) Staff Dev / Teacher Workday
913-993-2388 (Attendance Line) ]
Principal — Mr. Michael Brewer Friday, Sept. 30th

Early Dismissal K-12
REGULAR SCHOOL HOURS NO SCHOOL **Pre-K ONLY**

Breakfast 7:40am-8:00am
School Hours 8:10am-3:10pm
Office 7:30am-4:00pm
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CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER 2016
MOT, SEP S uieiniiiiiiiie e NO SCHOOL /Office Closed for Labor Day
Thu, Sep 8.............. 6:30-7:30 pm ......... PTA Meeting*
Fri, SEP O.ueuiriiiii e NO SCHOOL /Teacher Workday
Thu, Sep 15............ 6-7:00 pm ............. EL Parent Night
Fri, Sep 16.............. 6-8:00 pm .............. PTA Carnival @ Broken Arrow*
Mon, Sep 19........... 2:00 pm..cceeiinininnnn. PTA Cookie Dough Fundraiser Assembly*
Thu, Sep 22...cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie, Individual Picture Day
Fri, Sep 30.............. 12:30 pm....ccceuen...ns EARLY DISMISSAL /Prof. Development
Fri, Sep 30..cuieiiiiieiieic e NO SCHOOL for Pre-K
OCTOBER 2016
Wed, Oct 5.............. 7:00 pm..c.cenenennenn. Sth Grade Back-to-School Night Band Concert
Thu, Oct 6.............. 7:15am......cc.o........ Donuts with Dads*
Thu, Oct 13............ 12:30 pm.....cccoueeet. EARLY DISMISSAL /Prof. Development
Thu, Oct 13 .. NO SCHOOL for Pre-K
Fri, Oct 14 ..o NO SCHOOL /Teacher Workday
Fri, Oct 14 ..o, End of 1st Quarter
Momn, OCt 17 o Book Fair — details to follow
Tue, Oct 18 ............ S-7:00 pm ...c..unen.n.. Parent Engagement Night at Broken Arrow
Tue, Oct 18 ............ 7:00 pm..c.oeeenennen.. 6th & 7th Grade Band Concert at Trailridge
Wed, Oct 19............ S5:00 pm..ceueenennennenn. Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences
Thu, Oct 20 ...ciiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee e, NO SCHOOL /Parent-Teacher Conferences
Fri, Oct 21 ..o NO SCHOOL /Parent-Teacher Conferences
Wed, OCt 26...c.ccuiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeene School-Wide Dental Screening
Wed, Oct 26............ 7:00 pmM..c.cenenennen.. Broken Arrow Skating Party*
Thu, Oct 27 ............ 6:30-7:30 pm.......... PTA Meeting*
Mon, Oct 31 ........... 8:30 am........ccuunenn. Halloween Parade/Class Activities

* indicates a PTA sponsored activity

Attendance Line
913-993-2388

To report an absence or illness, please notify the office.
This ensures the safety and correct attendance record for B TP “ ' 0‘_

name, date of absence, and reason for the absence.
-

your student. Please state your child’s name, teacher’s
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‘.‘ - 1Y =)
[y gy )

® - = wa & o anw—ws




>

Broken Arrow 2016-17
Breakfast/Lunch Schedule

Family members are welcome to have lunch with
their students on an occasional basis. You may
dine at the round tables set up in the Lobby, and
your student may invite one guest to join you.

Breakfast:

7:40 — 8:00

8:15 — Pre K Breakfast (morning session

only)

Lunch:

11:00 — 11:25 2™ Grade

11:15-11:40 Kindergarten

11:30—11:55 1% Grade

11:45-12:10 4™ Grade

12:00 — 12:25 5" Grade

12:15 - 12:40 3" Grade

12:15-12:30 Pre-K (afternoon
session Pre-K only)

12:25 - 12:50 EL (Wed/Thurs/
Fri)

12:30 — 12:55 6" Grade

EARLY Dismissal Lunch Schedule:

10:45—11:10 2" Grade

11:00 — 11:25 1* Grade

11:15—11:40 4™ Grade

11:30 — 11:55 5" Grade

11:45-12:10 3" Grade

12:00 — 12:25 6™ Grade

*No Pre-K on Early Dismissal Days

Traffic
Instructions

¥

If you live NORTH of Johnson Dr.
Use the front circle drive
Johnson Dr. to Alden

If you live SOUTH of Johnson Dr.
Use the back drive through the playground
Alden to 60" Terr. — turn Right -or-
Greenwood to 60" Terr. — turn Left

School Starts at 8:10am
School Dismisses at 3:10pm

Students are not admitted into the building
before 7:50am unless they come for
breakfast.

Breakfast is served 7:40am-8:00am

Sepfember 2Z2nd

Watch for order
forms coming
home soonl

Picture Day!

ATTENTION: VISITORS

ALL VISITORS & PARENTS MUST SIGN IN
AND WEAR A BADGE

Please refrain from making unnecessary trips to

classrooms. Please leave items in the office for

students to pick up, and contact the teacher to
schedule a visit. Thank you!
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New %pGCiQLS Schedule . . . Easy as éq, ‘B, G and D!
Music * PE ¢ Library ¢ Art

The School District is scheduling Specials a little differently this year. Below are two charts
that will help you figure out what day your child has a certain special—PE, Music, etc. Chart
1 is the Specials ABCD Calendar; Chart 2 is the Specials ABCD Schedule.

As an EXAMPLE, if today is Thursday, September 8, then it is a “C” day.

That means,

¢ 6th Grade — Wilcoxon’s class will have PE at 8:15 am
¢ 4th Grade — Stevens’ class will have PE at 9:55 am
* Kdg — Tolen’s class will have Art at 1:45 pm

SPECIALS A.B.C.D SCHEDULE 2016/2017
Music » PE » Library + Art

12:05-12:55

12:55-1:45

1:45-2:35

2:35-3:06
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To Our 50110@1

New Broken Arrow Staff!

Please extend a warm welcome to our new staff members
at Broken Arrow:

Liz Burton ........cccocovvevneenes Instructional Coach
Michelle Reber.................. Instructional Coach
CourtneyTegtmeier........... Pre-Kindergarten Teacher
Kelci Tolen........ccovvvveenee Kindergarten Teacher
Sherry Amunatigui............ 1st Grade Teacher

Jeffery Psota...........cc........ 5t Grade Teacher

Ali Contreras..........cccc....... 6t Grade Teacher
CarlaBerg ......ccooovvvvvevnnee. Structured Learning Teacher
Carol Leligdon ..........cc....... Reading Teacher

Nancy Devenport.............. Speech Therapist

Anita Trogdon................... Speech Therapist

Brittany Wasko ................. Strings Teacher

Maria Tapia............ccceeveee Paraprofessional

Gloria Breish...........ccc.c.... Paraprofessional

Ashlee Spaits.................... Paraprofessional

Mark Matheson................. Kitchen Manager

Jana Bremenkamp ........... School Psychologist
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SKYWARD Family Access

Skyward is a secure, Internet-based resource that is
available for you to use as a way to remain
informed about your student’s school experience.
Through Skyward you will be able to keep track of
your student’s attendance, grades, schedule,
academic progress, assignments, emergency
information and more.

To obtain Skyward Family Access, stop by the school
office with photo ID, or email Cindy Hoffman
(cindyhoffman@smsd.org) to verify your email that is
currently on record within Skyward. We are unable
to grant Skyward Family Access over the phone.,
but once you have been granted access by the
office, you will receive an email from Do Not Reply,
with your login, and temporary password.

To access your child's information once you have
been granted access or to watch a tutorial on how
to use the Skyward Family Access portal, use this
link:
http://www.smsd.org/parents/Pages/Skyward.aspx

Please contact the office at 913-993-2300 if you
have any questions.

i 5868 Gl G oG
£00D 1S AN ESSENTIAL SChOOL SUPPLY!

Harvesters BackSnack Program

Broken Arrow School will be participating in the Harvesters BackSnack Program for the 2016-2017 school year. This
program provides bags of healthy, non-perishable food to children for the weekend in order to combat weekend hunger.
The program is a partnership between Harvesters and Broken Arrow School. Harvesters will provide the food directly to
our school already presorted and packaged. The weekend BackSnacks will then be distributed to the children before they
leave school on Friday afternoons. This program would benefit any family but our numbers are limited. If you would like to
participate and receive the BackSnacks, please contact Broken Arrow’s social worker, Tina Lipari at 913-993-2308 or

tinalipari@smsd.org.

-

[HARVESTERS

COMMUNITY FOOD NETWORK
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Broken Arrow School News

Did you know...?

Did you know that breakfast is available each day at your student’s school? Eating a nutritious breakfast helps students
achieve the classroom goals set for them. National studies consistently confirm that breakfast helps kids concentrate, think,

behave and learn. Eating breakfast:

« improves children's classroom performance, including better test scores and grades

« increases children's ability to focus and concentrate on school work
« decreases behavior problems, tardiness and visits to the school nurse

e increases attendance rates

« decreases risk of food insecurity and hunger that impair development and learning

» may protect against childhood obesity

If it is difficult to fit breakfast into your morning routine, breakfast is available in all schools. A student must choose a full por-
tion of at least three different items to receive a reimbursable school breakfast. One of the three items must be 2 cup of fruit
or juice. Breakfast items include: protein, grain, fruit/juice, and milk.

Don'’t forget — if your child receives free or reduced meals, they are eligible for one breakfast and one lunch per day as part of
this benefit. All breakfast and lunch meal choices are available for all students regardless of eligibility status.

The school breakfast menus, lunch menus, and other nutrition information are available on the district’s website at

http://foodservices.smsd.org

Free/Reduced Meal
Application Deadline Nears

Food Services is up-to-date on all processing
of free/reduced meal applications. If you
know of someone who is waiting, please have
them call the Food Service Office at 913-993
-9710.

Phone calls will be going out to all families
that have not re-applied for the free/reduced
program this year over the next couple of
weeks. Federal guidelines allow students to
have a grace period each year at the start of
school in order to have time to complete the
application process; however, that grace
period, ends on Tuesday, September 27,
2016.

How much money is on my child’s lunch
account?

Here is the quickest way to check your student’s lunch
account balance:

Lunch account balances and daily history can be viewed on-
line at www.smsd.org on the Food Services home page
(under the Parents & Students tab.) The direct link is:
https://wwws.smsd.org/FoodServices/Foodservice-

Detail.aspx

The student’s ID number is required. Ask your student, look
on Skyward Family Access, or call the office.

Lunch payments can be made via your EFunds account or
in the school office.

Questions? Call the office! 913-993-2300

n U M

23
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Nurse’s Notes

Hello, Broken Arrow community! | met many of you at Sneak-a-Peek Night -- | am Mrs. Julie Johnston, your school nurse. If
your child needs medication during school hours, the medication must come in the original box/bottle with the pharmacy label
attached (see guidelines on following page). Don't forget to sign the Over-the-Counter Medication permit form. If you need any
assistance, give me a shout at 913-993-2302 or juliejohnston@smsd.org.

P

—— Immunize: It's the Law!
Kansas Law K.A.R. 28-1-20 defines immunizations required for any individual who attends school or early childhood programs
operated by a school. Parents of students who are not compliant with KS Immunization requirements will be notified three
times: at 30, 60 and 90 days of noncompliance. Students remaining noncompliant after 90 days will be excluded from attend-
ing class until compliance is met. If you have questions regarding your child’s immunization status, please contact Julie John-
ston, BA School Nurse.

Hearing and Vision Screening

Hearing screening will be conducted this year for PREK, KDG, 1st, 3rd, and 5th grades and all new students to SMSD. Vision
testing was completed last week. Referral notices have been sent home with students who needed them. Hearing screenings
will begin in September and hopefully be completed by Thanksgiving. You will be notified if your child does not pass the
screenings.

Broken Arrow Dental Screening
Broken Arrow will be providing a free dental screening to all students enrolled in PREK-6 on Wednesday, October 26,
2016. In compliance with Kansas State Statute 72-5201, all district students will be screened unless the parent does not want
their child to participate in the screening. The screening will be provided at your child’s school and will be at no charge. Oral
health is an important part of children’s overall health, and is a critical component in their ability to learn and succeed at
school. You may request to opt your child out of the screening, by notifying the nurse. If your child does participate, a copy of
the screening results will be sent home with your child. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at school at 913-993
-2302, or by email at juliejohnston@smsd.org. If you don’t have a dental home and would like your child to receive dental care
at school, Broken Arrow partners with Health Partnership Clinic’s dentist, Dr. Mollie Day. She and her team of hygienists come
to BA several times each year to treat students’ dental needs at school. She accepts those with insurance and those without.
Let me know if you'd like your child to receive dental care at school.

Accidents happen.......
If your child comes home with an article of clothing that you don’t recognize, it probably came from the nurse! Please launder
and return it to school with your child. Thanks for your support!

Julie Johnston, School Nurse


mailto:juliejohnston@smsd.org
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5th Grade News

The fifth grade team would like to welcome Mr.
Psota to Broken Arrow! He comes to us with
great experience and new ideas. We are so glad
he is here!

Classes are well underway and we will be very
busy all year! We are running self-contained
classrooms this year so students will not be
switching for classes. We do plan to mix things
up throughout the year for some special pro-
jects.

All 5th teachers communicate predominantly
through email so feel free to contact us at any
time. We are already making conference appoint-
ments for October, so please contact your teach-
er if you have not made one yet. We look forward
to working with your child!!

gaylesgrayv@smsd.org
jefferypsota@smsd.org
johnbartlett@smsd.org

Medication Administration Guidelines*

Permission: Written permission from the parent or guardian
must be on file for all medications given at school, including
over-the-counter (OTC) medications. Authorization must be
renewed every school year.

Medication: Only FDA approved prescription and OTC
medications are allowed to be administered by school per-
sonnel. OTC medications will be given per package label
dosing instructions, unless prescribed by a physician.

Container: Prescription medication brought to school must
be in the original container with a current prescription label
on the bottle including the child's name, doctor's name, date,
medication name, dosage, and time to be given. Controlled
substances must be submitted with a Medication Count
Form. OTC medications provided by parent must be in the
original container and labeled with the student’s name.

*see Nurse’s Notes on previous page for further explanation

School Hours

School Hours

As another school
year begins, it's a
good time to review
basic school hours
S0 parents know
when the children
are expected to be
at the building. Students should not be at school
too early in the morning or too late in the
afternoon. This is a safety issue as teachers are
not on duty to supervise children outside of
these time periods. Parents are asked to adhere
to this schedule and to notify the school office if
emergencies prohibit them from doing so.

7:00am The JCPRD room opens for those
signed up for the Before School Childcare
Program. (Info available in the school office.)

7:40am Breakfast opens in the MPR. (Those
not eating breakfast will line up outside the
building and wait to enter the building.)

7:50am School doors open for those not
eating breakfast. Students will move to the gym
where teachers will supervise them.

8:00am Classrooms open and students are
escorted from the gym and MPR to their
homerooms.

8:10am Tardy Bell rings. Students are
expected to be in their classrooms and ready to
start the day.

3:05pm Bus students dismissed from the
classrooms to make their way to the busses.

3:10pm School day ends and all students are
escorted to the exits.

3:25pm Students not picked up are escorted
inside to make phone calls to missing parents.
Parents will need to park and come inside to
sign out your student. We strongly discourage
pickup after 3:30pm, since teachers are off duty
and there is no supervision. Please be proactive
and contact the school ASAP if you will not
arrive by 3:25pm.
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FArt News

Greetings from the Art Room!

I'm looking forward to another creative and fun year in the art room. A big
focus question I've been asking our students is “WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF
ART?” We have come up with many answers, including:

“We draw/color to make us happy.”

“We make art for people we love.”

“We make artwork to express ourselves” (emotional expressive art).

“We make nice artwork to put up on the wall” (decorative art).

“People make art (such as) designing buildings or furniture or
clothes” (functional art).

“We make art to send a message.”

Soon you will see the school-wide art project, Pinwheels for Peace, on display
outside our school. Our purpose of this art is to SEND THE MESSAGE OF
PEACE.

Be on the lookout for an email from Artsonia. This A 4
isn’t junk mail. This will allow you to see your child’s

artwork once completed and uploaded onto the gy art has the rofe in
website. After these are sent out, I will share how to i education of M)Fi'\g

manage the settings so you only get the emails you
want from them. ©

ol\iurey\ become ?iLa ‘
tl\emse?vas instuw? mf : p
fnore ?ilte everyone e?se. m

|

It’s going to be a GREAT YEAR! Follow me and our
creativity on Twitter:
@PeaceLoveAndArt

Laura Porras
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Broken Arrow PTA Committee Reports

Letter from the PTA President

Greetings Trailblazers!

My name is Jennifer Huddleston and | am serving as the
PTA President this year. My husband, Brian, and | have
been Broken Arrow parents for the last 15 years!
Needless to say, we love this school community and are
so thankful for the amazing staff that work so hard to
teach, encourage, and inspire the Broken Arrow
students.

As a PTA, our mission is to make every child’s potential a
reality by engaging and empowering families and
communities to advocate for all children. It is true that a
lot of what we do as a PTA is raise financial support to
fund school enrichment activities such as field trips,
cultural arts programs, science and math enrichment
programs. In order to be successful, we need ALL of our
families to help out, either through leading a committee,
donating supplies, helping behind the scenes, or coming
and volunteering at an event. There are many ways to
get involved and all of them matter. Whether you work at
home or outside the home, there are ways you can help.

Our upcoming fundraising projects include the carnival,
cookie dough sale, and direct donation campaign. Many
of our math and reading enrichment programs are kicking
off soon as well. | encourage you to get involved... it's
the very best way to stay informed about what'’s
happening at your child’s school and get to know the kids
and families in our community.

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to me at
jhuddle@everestkc.net. I'm looking forward to working

alongside you to make this a great
year for ALL of our kids! ;

Jennifer Huddleston
PTA President

P | A

Meeting
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Come join us!

Thursday, September 8th

6:30 PM
Broken Arrow Library

THE BROKEN ARROW WAY

NEXT MONTH’S TRAILBLAZER DEADLINE

The deadline for submitting articles for the next
issue is 5:00pm on Tuesday, September 27th.
Email articles to Katie McLean-Campbell at
katie.mcleancampbell@gmail.com.



mailto:Jhuddle@everestkc.net

2016-17 Broken Arrow PTA Executive Board

President

Jennifer Huddleston
jhuddle@everestkc.net ® 913-645-5221

President Elect
Sarah Koenig
sarahkoenig27@gmail.com e 913-752-7085

Treasurer
Sherri Laws
neilandsherri@kc.rr.com ¢ 913-631-3315

Stefanie Forbes
stefanieforbes@smsd.org ¢ 913-888-6072

VP Community Services
Wallace Smith
wallace@journey-shawnee.org ¢ 913-744-4937

VP Education
Kelli Unruh
kelliunruh@hotmail.com ® 913-940-4662

Secretary
Martin Koenig
martin.koenig@gmail.com ¢ 913-231-0542
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Broken Arrow Carnival
Friday, September 16th 6-8 PM
Games—Food—Inflatables—Kona Ice— Face Painting
Don’t miss out on the fun!

Special Guest: Woody Carter from the Harlem Globetrotter

Legends will be showing us some basketball magic!!!

1
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