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Principal’s Message 

 

Dear Broken Arrow Families, 
 
September was an excellent month at Broken Arrow. We began our lunchroom  
recycling program and it was featured in a KMBC Channel 9 news story. We also  
had one of our very own Broken Arrow teachers, Mrs. Shauna Hammett, receive  
the SMSD “All Means All” Award at the September School Board Meeting.  
This is an award given to a very select group of staff members who go above and  
beyond to help all children succeed.  
 
In addition to the recent celebrations, we are also setting our sights on future successes and celebrations for our 
students. We are continuing our work on creating student portfolios for each student where they can track their 
growth and highlight their strengths and areas of interest. We look forward to seeing how this program will impact 
student learning in the months to come.  
 
In closing, October is a great time for all adults to make sure our students know we care about them as individuals 
and about their academic growth and achievement. We now have all our assessments completed and we know 
where students need to go next in their academic journey. Please help us encourage our students to continue to 
work hard by celebrating growth and perseverance. We will complete assessments again in December and we will 
be giving you a report on student growth trends. The name of the game is continuous improvement.   
 
Have a wonderful October! 
 

Mike Brewer, Principal 

Broken Arrow Elementary School 

Shawnee Mission School District 

Broken Arrow  

Elementary School 

 

  5901 Alden 
  Shawnee, Kansas 66216 
  http://brokenarrow.smsd.org 
  913-993-2300 (Office) 
  913-993-2388 (Attendance Line) 
  Principal — Mr. Michael Brewer 
 
  REGULAR SCHOOL HOURS 
  Breakfast     7:40am-8:00am 
  School Hours    8:10am-3:10pm 

  

REMINDER 
 

 Thursday, Oct. 12th 
Early Dismissal K-12 

NO SCHOOL  **Pre-K ONLY** 
 Professional Development 

 
Friday, Oct. 13th 

NO SCHOOL 
Teacher Workday 

http://brokenarrow.smsd.org


Broken Arrow Calendar 
October 2017 

 

November 2017 

 
 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

2 3 4 5 6 

    4:00 pm – Mathletics 
at Ray Marsh 

7:00 pm – Band & 
Strings Concert - 
MPR 

7:15-8:00 am –  
Donuts w/Dads 

9 10 11 12 13 

      8:30 am - PBIS 
12:30 Early  
Dismissal 
No Pre-Kdg 

NO SCHOOL 
TEACHER WORK 
DAY 

16 17 18 19 20 

2
ND

 Qtr Begins 
  

All School Photo 
3-6:00 pm – Book 
Fair 
7:00 pm – 6

th
 Gr 

Band at Trailridge 

3-6:00 pm – Book 
Fair 

7:30 am – 7:00 pm 
Book Fair 
  
Evening Parent  
Conferences 

7:05 am – Math Club 
  

23 24 25 26 27 

  7:00 pm Anti-Bullying 
Presentation with 
SuEllen Fried 

  
  

  7:05 am – Math Club 
  

30 31       

  8:30 am – Halloween 
Parade 

      

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

    1 2 3 

    4:00-5:00 pm 
Mathletics at BH 
  

Picture Re-Takes 6:30 pm 
PTA Family Movie 
Night 

6 7 8 9 10 

  7:00 pm 
6

th
 Grade Strings 

Concert @ BH 

  8:45-11:00 am 
Choral Festival Pract. 
  
7:00 pm SMNW Area 
Choral Festival 

  

13 14 15 16 17 

      6:30 pm 
PTA Meeting 

  

20 21 22 23 24 

NO SCHOOL/ 
Professional  
Learning 

NO SCHOOL/ 
Workday 

NO SCHOOL/ 
OFFICE CLOSED 

NO SCHOOL/ 
OFFICE CLOSED 

NO SCHOOL/  
OFFICE CLOSED 

27 28 29 30   

  
  

        



 

Attendance Line 

913-993-2388 

 
To report an absence or illness, please notify the office. 

This ensures the safety and correct attendance record for 
your student. Please state your child’s name, teacher’s 

  Broken Arrow School News  

3 

ATTENTION: VISITORS 

 

ALL VISITORS & PARENTS MUST SIGN IN 
AND WEAR A BADGE 

 

Please refrain from making unnecessary trips to 
classrooms. Please leave items in the office for 
students to pick up, and contact the teacher to 

schedule a visit.  Thank you! 

 

All School Picture Day is Tuesday, October 17 
Be sure to wear your grade colors! 

Pre-K • White 

Kindergarten - Red 

SLC • Yellow 

1st Grade • Dark Green 

2nd Grade • Purple 

3rd Grade • Royal Blue 

4th Grade • White 

5th Grade • Orange 

6th Grade • Lime Green Class T-Shirts 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Shawnee Mission School District - Search for a New Superintendent  
  

An important part of the search process to find an ideal superintendent is developing a profile of characteristics 

most desired in candidates. The district is interested in hearing from the community – your opinion is im-

portant to us.  

  

The Shawnee Mission Board of Education invites members of the community to attend any of the following 
community meetings:  

  

            Tuesday, September 26 

                        4:30 p.m. – SM North Library, 7401 Johnson Drive 

                        6:15 p.m. – SM East Library, 7500 Mission Road 
                        8:00 p.m. – SM South Library, 5800 W. 107th Street 

  

            Thursday, September 28 

                        6:15 p.m. – SM West Library, 8800 W. 85th Street 

                        8:00 p.m. – SM Northwest Library, 12701 W. 67th Street  

 
            Monday, October 16 - Center for Academic Achievement, Board Room 

                        4 to 5 p.m. - Elementary Teachers 

                        5 to 6 p.m. - Secondary Teachers 

  

In addition, community members may complete an online survey, provided below. The link to the survey will be 
available from noon September 22 until October 20.   

  

We value your input and thank you in advance for your participation.    

 

Everyone, which includes parents, students, community members and Shawnee Mission teachers and staff 

members are encouraged to take both surveys:  
  

1. About the district survey:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2HXT3Y9 

  

2. Qualities Important in Superintendent Candidates Survey: 

  

 English:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CLLJRF6 

 Spanish:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CNPW6NL 

 Arabic:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CP7JQ8P 

 Amharic:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J85GFXG 

 Punjabi:   https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JMC52R5  

 Vietnamese:   https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JGZCH8M 

   
Sincerely, 

Shawnee Mission Board of Education 
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2HXT3Y9
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CLLJRF6
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CNPW6NL
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CP7JQ8P
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J85GFXG
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JMC52R5
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JGZCH8M


 
 

Holiday Assistance 
 
 
Although it may not seem like it, the holidays are quickly approaching. Every year there are many 
struggling families who are working hard to raise their families. The task of providing basic needs 
such as food and shelter simply leaves nothing extra for additional things such as Christmas gifts. 
Christmas can be a very stressful time for some families. We would very much like to help provide a 
Christmas for these families. If your family is in need of some assistance for the holiday season this 
year, we would like to help connect you with local resources. 
 
If your child/children qualify for Medicaid assistance (free/reduced lunch, waived book fees, food 
stamps, or other DCF assistance), October is the time of year to pay close attention to your 
mail. Kansas DCF will be sending out your invitation to the Christmas Bureau.   
 
Other area agencies that may be contacted for holiday assistance are: 
 

Jo Co Christmas Bureau       913.341.4342 
Salvation Army        913.782.3640 
Johnson Co Multi-Service Agency (North West area)   913.715.8970 
Shawnee Community Services      913.268.7746 
Catholic Charities        913.384.6608 
Your own church or an area church 

 
If you have tried to obtain holiday assistance through the above agencies with no luck, please feel 
free to contact our school nurse, Julie Johnston or school Social Worker, Tina Lipari.  We would be 
happy to assist you in finding resources this holiday season. 

 
Tina Lipari, School Social Worker 
Julie Johnston, School Nurse 
Broken Arrow Elementary 
913.993.2300 
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  Did you know…? 
 

Did you know there are job openings with SMSD Food Services?  You could 

work a few hours each day in one of our school kitchens.  It’s a great way to 

earn some money while your student is at school.  Check out our current job 

openings and apply at http://www.smsd.org, go to Careers, Job Opportuni-

ties, click on View Current Job Openings and then Food Services. 

 

Don’t forget – if your child receives free or reduced meals, they are eligible for one breakfast 

and one lunch per day as part of this benefit.  All breakfast and lunch meal choices are avail-

able for all students regardless of eligibility status.  

 
The school breakfast menus, lunch menus, and other nutrition information are available on the 

district’s website at http://foodservices.smsd.org 

http://www.smsd.org
http://foodservices.smsd.org
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Nurse’s Notes   

 

Immunize: It’s the Law! 

Kansas Law K.A.R. 28-1-20 defines immunizations required for any indi-

vidual who attends school or early childhood programs operated by a 

school. Parents of students who are not compliant with KS Immunization 

requirements will be notified three different times. Students remaining 

noncompliant will be excluded from class on October 19, 2017 until compliance is met. If you have 

received a letter/email from the nurse regarding your child’s immunization status, please contact your doctor 

and get the situation rectified ASAP. Contact Julie Johnston, RN, Broken Arrow School Nurse with any ques-

tions at 913-993-2302. 

 

 

Just a Friendly Reminder …   

 

Every effort is made to maintain a safe and healthy environment for the children at Broken Arrow. Per the 

Johnson County Health Department, children should be excluded from school if: 

 

 Fever >100 degrees (fever-free for 24 hours without fever-reducing medication) 

 Undiagnosed rash 

 Upset stomach/vomiting/diarrhea (vomit/diarrhea free for 24 hours without aid of medication) 

 Persistent cough unless allergic in origin 

 

 

Hearing and Vision Screening   
 

 

Vision screening is complete and hearing screening continues this year 
for Broken Arrow students. Testing began in September for PK, KDG, 1st, 
3rd, 5th grades and any student new to SMSD and will be completed by 
Thanksgiving. You will be notified if your child does not pass the  
screenings. Notifications can be taken to your doctor for further  
evaluation. Please let nurse know if there are financial concerns as  
resources are available. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

A new program is available to SMSD families: 
 

What are the basics? 
The basics are human dignity products that are not covered by government assistance. They include: 
deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, toothbrushes, toothpaste, floss, toilet paper, Kleenex, baby wipes, 
diapers, incontinence pads, feminine hygiene products, soap, dishwashing liquid and laundry soap. 

Who needs the basics? 
Everyone deserves basic human dignity products. Some of your friends and neighbors may need our 
products during hard times in their lives. They may not want to ask for assistance because they may 
not want to expose the depth of their hardships but Giving the Basics wants to be sure human dignity 
products are available whenever needs occur. 
 

If you would like more info about this program, please visit www.GivingtheBasics.org 

  Broken Arrow School News  

7 

Concert Reminder 
 

5th Grade Strings & Band Back-to-School Concert  
Thursday, October 5th 

7:00 p.m. 
Broken Arrow Multi-Purpose Room 
 

6th Grade Band 
Tuesday, October 17th 

7:00 p.m. 
Trailridge Middle School 

 
Hope to see you there!  

http://www.GivingtheBasics.org


 

Art News! 
 

September might be my favorite month because it means it’s time for me to encourage my students to 
find their voice through the visual arts!   
 
The week of September 21st, we celebrate International Day of Peace through making artwork. We 
discuss the many purposes that art serves in our world, and how through art, even the voice of youth 
can make a statement. Students design and create pinwheels that we put on our front lawn as a 
temporary sculpture installation with the purpose to spread the message of Peace to our school, our 
community of Shawnee, and even to our world. Pinwheels for Peace is a project that is created by 
thousands of Schools, Scouts, and other groups 
across the world. Thank you for continuing to 
encourage our students at Broken Arrow to find 
their voice through art. 
 
I would like to recognize sixth grade student, Krystin 
Thomas-Bird, and second grade student, Gabe 
Burroughs, as September’s Student Artists of the 
Month. Their artwork was on display in the office 
for the entire month.   
 
Are you on Artsonia?  Grades 3-6 upload their own 
work as they finish during art class. I upload K-2 so 
you can see what they’re doing. New to Artsonia?  
Check us out!  https://www.artsonia.com/schools/
school.asp?id=18756  
 
 
Tweet it out!  Follow me:  @PeaceLoveAndArt  
Laura Porras • Art Teacher 
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Please sign up to help with  
the Book Fair! 

 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d45aea82fa4f58-book1 

Shop using this link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-1084629 and  
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to Broken Arrow Elementary.  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d45aea82fa4f58-book1
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-1084629


NEXT MONTH’S TRAILBLAZER DEADLINE 
 

The deadline for submitting articles for the next 
issue is 5:00pm on Wednesday, October 25th. 

Email articles to Katie McLean-Campbell at 
katie.mcleancampbell@gmail.com. 
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Visit our website: www.brokenarrowpta.org  

http://www.brokenarrowpta.org
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/brokenarrowpta/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/brokenarrowpta/
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2017-18 Broken Arrow PTA Executive Board 
 

President 

Sarah Koenig 
sarahkoenig27@gmail.com   • 913.752.7085 

  

President Elect 
Stephanie Markwell 

slmarkwell1123@gmail.com  • 913.235.0804 
  

Treasurer 
Stefanie Forbes 

stefanieforbes@smsd.org  • 913.484.0488 
   

Treasurer Elect 
Johann Ohly 

johannohly@yahoo.com  • 417.763.1331 
   

VP Community Services 
Sarah Alberico 

sarahalberico18@gmail.com  • 913.744.9866 
   

VP Education 
Kelli Unruh 

kelliunruh@hotmail.com  • 913.940.4662 
  

Secretary 
Anna Ohly 

annaandoscar@yahoo.com  • 417.693.3239 

mailto:jhuddle@everestkc.net
mailto:sarahkoenig27@gmail.com
mailto:stefanieforbes@smsd.org
mailto:wallace@journey-shawnee.org
mailto:kelliunruh@hotmail.com

